
Arafat: Jordan-PLO 
coordination, links 
at their highest level 


f* By a Jordan Hines Staff 
Writer with agency dispatches 

rlMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian leaders held in-depth 
talks Wednesday on further coor¬ 
dination of policy and approach 
towards efforts for peace in the 
Middle East and American prop¬ 
osals for Israeli-Palestinian talks. 

The level of understanding and 
coordination reached between 
the two sides was evident in 
remarks made by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat in an inter¬ 
view with Jordan Television. 

“Jordanian-PaJestinian talks 
are not a matter of coordination 
but a collective Arab action on all 
levels,” said Arafat, chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) and president of 
ae State of Palestine. “I would 
like to express ray profound grati¬ 
tude for His Majesty King Hus¬ 
sein's brotherly, principled and 
committed position towards his 
kinfolk living in the occupied 
territories.” he told Jordan Tele¬ 
vision. 

The PLO leader said his talks 
with the King and Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran. with whom he 
held a round of talks Wednesday, 
dealt with means to bolster the 
Palestinian uprising in the occu¬ 
pied territories. 

Arafat, who arrived here Tues¬ 


day and expected to leave later 
Wednesday, rejected Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
contention that Jordan was Pales¬ 
tine and recalled Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak’s remark 
that, along Shamir’s contention, 
it wilJ appear that Poland was the 
Israeli premier’s homeland. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet¬ 
ra, reported that Wednesday's 
discussions between Badran and 
Arafat — attended by senior offi¬ 
cials from both sides — covered 
the current situation in the Mid¬ 
dle East, the latest developments 
in the region as well as the inter¬ 
national scene, and efforts to 
settle the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

According to officials quoted 
by Internationa] agencies, the 
talks also dealt with American 
proposals for Israeli-Palestinian 
talks, die role of the PLO in any 
settlement and the future of 
Jordanian-Palestinian talks. 

“Many crucial events are tak¬ 
ing place regarding the Arab- 
Israeli conflict which need eva¬ 
luation and a coordinated stand,” 
said a senior Jordanian official 
quoted by Reuters. 

Later, in comments made to 
reporters after the meeting with 
Badran, Arafat assailed Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's threat that the property 
of parents of children demon- 


Badran set to secure 
House confidence vote 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government's 
policy statement to Parliament 
on Tuesday has drawn mixed 
reactions from deputies and the 
public, swaying towards posi¬ 
tive feelings but intermingled 
with some doubts and caution. 
However, it appears a foregone 
conclusion that the government 
will secure a vote of confidence 
on Dec. 30. It wfli only surprise 
the public if Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran does not man¬ 
age to acquire the approval for 
his cabinet. 

In his programme of action, 
the premier was able to touch 
on all major demands made by 
candidates who sought Lower 
House seats in the Nov. 8 elec¬ 
tions and to satisfy the general 
tendencies among the deputies. 

Even Dr. Ahmad Owedi AJ 
Abbadi, a constant critic of the 
government, agreed that there 
were many elements in the poli¬ 
cy statement “which fit in with 
the public demands." 

But he added his doubts ab¬ 
out the sincerity of these 
pledges. "What if they said 
them only to get the vote of 
confidence?” he asked. 

Deputy Taher AI Masri 
answered this question by 
pointing out that “the govern¬ 
ment has already taken practic¬ 
al steps in the direction of 
democraiisation before the 
reading of the policy statement 
and we can continue to watch 
and monitor the moves of the 
government.” 

Deputies who have already 
declared their intention to cast 
'their ballots in favour of the 
cabinet said they would main¬ 
tain strict control and watch 
closely the government's deci¬ 
sions. 

A Muslim Brotherhood 
candidate said: “If we decide to 
give confidence to the govern¬ 
ment we will retain our right to 
investigate the decisions of each 
minis ter and bring him in for 
questioning by the House if we 
feel that be has deviated from 
the course pledged in the policy 
statement.” 

“I think that the statement 
satisfies, in general, the aspira¬ 
tions of most deputies and cov¬ 
ers the election campaigns of 
candidates," Masri, an inde¬ 
pendent, said. 

L Masri told the Jordan Times 
it was “clear that if all what was 
promised was enacted, we 
would be going ahead into a 
new stage of our life and the 
executive and legislative au¬ 


thorities will cooperate 
together to reach a common 
goal." 

Deputy Fakhri Kawar agreed 
that Badran's statement had 
positive elements, which reflect 
the public demands of Jorda¬ 
nians, but said that “there are 
some loopholes.” 

He said, however, he did not 
feel that these loopholes consti¬ 
tute an obstacle in the way of 
giving tiie cabinet confidence. 
“These loopholes are excus¬ 
able,” he said. “Parliament has 
a duty in this field and we mil 
fulfil our duty.” 

Theib Anis, a Zarqa Muslim 
Brotherhood deputy, also 
pointed to the positive elements 
in the statement but said that 
the Brotherhood deputies 
“have not formed an opinion 
yet... the situation needs a care¬ 
ful study." 

According to observers and 
some deputies who asked to 
remain anonymous, there are 
many points of agreement be¬ 
tween the cabinet and the leg¬ 
islative authority which were 
highlighted in Badran's policy 
statement 

Most important of these 
points were the decisions to 
freeze the martial law, crack 
down on financial and manage¬ 
ment corruption and to investi¬ 
gate the reasons behind the 
Kingdom's large debt and pro¬ 
secute those responsible. 

Masri, a former minister, 
said that reconsidering the mis¬ 
takes of the past was the “best 
thing that could happen in Jor¬ 
dan, especially at this time.” 

He paid particular attention 
to what he described as 
“changes in the local and inter¬ 
national situation which reflect 
itself on Parliament, the press 
and the public at large.” 

Masri maintained that these 
changes “are now understood 
by the government and die ex¬ 
tent of cooperation is evident, 
especially that the prime minis¬ 
ter began taking positive steps 
before the reading of the policy 
statement." 

He pointed out that some 
past governments,, “for pur¬ 
poses of protecting their instfoi- 
tious, used to be domineering 
in its views and forced it upon 
the people to ensure the expan¬ 
sion of its authority... this has 
ended.” 

Another major point of 
agreement between Badran's 
programme and the demands of 
tiie Lower House is the govern¬ 
ment’s pledge to reduce the 
agony and suffering of Palesti¬ 
nians without touching the core 


of the Kingdom's decision to 
disengage itself from the 
Israeh-occnpied West Bank. 

Tfiis pledge in effect meets 
the demands of deputies to 
decrease the negative effects of 
the disengagement decision on 
the Palestinians and extend 
proper support for the Palesti¬ 
nian uprising. 

The most important of the 
government's steps, adopted 
before Badran presented his 
programme to the House, were 
tiie decision to free political 
detainees and return all confis¬ 
cated passports as well as giving 
citizens the freedom to travel 
and&oik. The prime minister 
crowned tiie moves by revers¬ 
ing a 1988 decision to assume 
control of newspapers in the 
Kingdom. 

Some deputies saw some 
“negative" aspects in the policy 
statement simply because some 
points were not touched at all. 

“The issue of the defence law 
and exceptionary laws were not 
touched by Badran,” Kawar, 1 
who is also the official spokes¬ 
man for the 16-member Demo¬ 
cratic Bloc, told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

Kawar and some other de- ' 
putfes said although “develop¬ 
ment of education was dearly 1 
discussed in the policy state¬ 
ment, there was no mention of ! 
a teachers' union." 

The abscene of a clear men- 1 
tion of allowing political parties 
to reemerge in the Kingdom 
surfaced in the deputies* 
apprehension but most of them 
understood that this decision 
would remain in the hands of 
the factors affecting the draft¬ 
ing of the proposed National 
Charter and are satisfied with , 
Badran’s pledge to call on the 
deputies' cooperation on this 
point. 

Most deputies agreed that 
balanced in the scales of reality, 
the positives far outweigh die 
negatives in the policy state¬ 
ment. 

Some deputies agreed that 
they were caught by surprise. 

“If the session of confidence 
vote'was to be held the day 
after its was read by the pre¬ 
mier, be would have won an 
almost unanimous vote of con¬ 
fidence," said a deputy who 
prepared anonymity. 

In the next ten days there will 
be many discussions among de¬ 
puties of the different blocs. 
But indications so far show that 
Badran and his cabinet will 
easily find their way back to 
their offices a! the end of the 
confidence vote session. 




Mb 


Palestinian said 
tortured to death 



strafing in the uprising would be 
confiscated if they faded to pay 
Israeli-imposed fines. 

“This is a funny and strange 
law,” said Arafat. “I make .a 
present of it to U.S. President 
George Bush, who talks about 
human rights everywhere except 
the Palestinian people's human 
rights. Now we have reached a 
stage where Palestinian children’s 
rights are violated.” 

The PLO leader also criticised 
Shamir for what he described as 
Israeli attempts to exdude Jordan 
and the PLO from the peace 
process. “If Shamir drink* he is a 
political acrobat who can cover 
the 'light of the sun with his 
hands, he is dreaming,” Arafat 
said. “We are the difficult num¬ 
ber in the equation in the Middle 
East. And those who don't like 
this, can head out to the Dead 
Sea or tiie Mediterranean Sea or 
the Red Sea and drink until they 
are full.” 

The recent superpower summit 
held in Malta did not give enough 
attedtidn to the Middle East con¬ 
flict,- Arafat conceded. But he 
pointed out the issue was the only 
subject discussed between Bush 
ana Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev other than bilateral 
agreements at the summit. 

(Continued on page 3) 






Israeli soldiers carry the body of a Palestinian found dead in the Arab Jerusalem neighbourhood 
of Jabal Mnkaber. 

U.S. troops, PDF locked in battle 

Noriega ousted 
but in hiding 


PANAMA CITY (Agencies) — 
Thousands of U.S. troops sup¬ 
ported by helicopters and 
armoured vehicles attacked 
Panamanian military bases 
throughout the country Wednes¬ 
day in a bid to apprehend Gener¬ 
al Manuel Antonio Noriega. 

Noriega, the Panama Defence 
Forces (PDF) chief who has been 
indicted in the United States on 
drug charges, was in hiding. 

Machine-gun and cannon fire 
echoed across the capital through 
the night. One hospital reported 
SO dead and hundreds wounded, 
but a doctor there said the toll 
was rising rapidly and medical 
supplies were short. 

The Panama Canal was dosed 
by the fighting, and a security 
guard said oil pipelines through 
the canal zone were not operating 
because employees failed to ar¬ 
rive for work. U.S. officials said 
they expected the pipelines to 
reopen Thursday. 

Opposition leader Guillermo 
F.ndara, the perceived winner of 
elections last May later nullified 
by the Noriega-controlled gov¬ 
ernment, was swam in as presi¬ 
dent and said U.S. forces were in 
control of most Panamanian 
military bases. It was unclear if 
Endara had the support of any 
military units, 

U.S. President George Bush 
said on national television that 


some U.S. and Panamanian civi¬ 
lians died in the fighting, which 
began about midnight (0500 
GMT). 

“The operation is not over 
yet," Bush said. "General 
Noriega is in hiding.” 

Bush said he was forced t to 
intervene militarily becaiise 
Noriega's “reckless actions" had 
endangered the lives of some 
35.000 U.S. citizens in Panama. 

“I took this action only after 
reaching the conclusion that ev¬ 
ery other avenue was dosed and 
that the lives of American citizens 
were in grave danger,” be said. 

Although initial Defence De¬ 
partment counts recorded at least 
nine American soldiers killed in 
the fighting and 39 wounded. 
Bush said he was pleased that 
most of U.S. objectives had been 
achieved and organised resistance 
had virtually ceased. 

At a news conference, Cohn 
Powell, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said the United 
States had made a fugitive of 
Noriega. He vowed to catch the 
Panamanian, who had thumbed 
his nose at several U.S. attempts 
to remove him from power. 

“He (Noriega) is not running 
anything. We own all the bases. 
We have cut off the head of that 
government." Powell declared. 
“We will chase him and we will 
find him.” 


He said 7,000 crack combat 
troops were airlifted to Panama 
for the assault. About 13,000 
soldiers were already based in 
Panama to protect the U.S.-built 
canal. 

Bush also announced the re¬ 
moval of econqmic sanctions im¬ 
posed in an effort to topple 
Noriega, whose removal has been 
sought since his indictment on 
drug charges in Florida in Febru¬ 
ary 1988. 

The president said the opera¬ 
tion was triggered by .the killing 
of an American soldier by 
Panamanian forces and the 
wounding and beatmg of crthei* 
last weekend. 

“That was enough," Bush said. 
“General Noriega’s reckless 
threats and attacks on Americans 
in Panama created an imminent 
danger to 35,000 Americans in 
Panama." 

The White House said Bush 
had been in contact with Moscow 
and allied leaders by personal 
telephone calls and diplomatic 
cables. It did not disclose the 
contents of his messages. 

British Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher offerd strong sup- 
port. 

Moscow already has de¬ 
nounced the U.S. action and cal¬ 
led for immediate withdrawal. 

(Continued mi page 3) 


Upto 2,000reported killed in demonstration 


Romanian forces on full 
alert as protests continue 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Romanian forces went on full 
alert Wednesday and anti-gov¬ 
ernment protests, in which up to 
2,000 people may have been kil¬ 
led at the weekend, continued in 
several towns, the Yugoslav news 
agency Tan jug said. 

“It is only seemingly quiet in 
Bucharest, where young men 
with full knapsacks, most likely 
recruits, are to be seen at railway 
stations," it said. 

Tan jug said the Romanian 
press had kept silent on Sunday’s 
protests against the hardline Pres¬ 
ident Nicofae Ceausescu in the 
towns of Timisoara and Arad, but 
that the public has been informed 
by watching foreign television 
programmes. 

“The state of full alert has been 
dec l ar ed across Romania as pro¬ 
tests and unrest continue.” it 
said- 

Signalling Kremlin displeasure 
at the behaviour of Romania's 
hardline leadership, Soviet news¬ 
papers Wednesday reported the 
demonstrations mid continuing 
tension in the country. 

The Soviet media gave details 
of the bloody suppression of pro¬ 
tests in Timisoara amid signs 
Moscow may break its long si¬ 
lence on Ceausescu’s resistance 
to reforms sweeping Eastern 


Europe. 

The government newspaper 
Izvestia also appeared to mock 
the official Romanian media for 
ignoring the clashes and concen¬ 
trating instead on Ceausescu's 
visit to Iran and the “Labour 
success of the Romanian working 
people.'* 

Mihai Munteanu, a deputy 
from Soviet Moldavia which bor¬ 
ders Romania, told reporters he 
had been told Wednesday that 
protests were continuing in sever¬ 
al dties and criticised the govern¬ 
ment for violating h uman rights. 

“I spoke to people across 
Romania by telephone this morn¬ 
ing. Demonstrations are con¬ 
tinuing across the country, in¬ 
cluding the dries of Iasi and 
Arad,” said Munteanu, an opera 

singer who frequently performs in 

Romania. 

There was still no official 
Kremlin reaction to events in 
Romania, apart from remarks by 
Foreign Minister Eduard She¬ 
vardnadze in Brussels Tuesday. 
He expressed concern over re¬ 
ports of “unpleasant things" that 
bad happened in Romania. 

Ceausescu returned to the 
country Wednesday after a three- 
day vtat to Iran, the official 
Agerpres news agency reported. 

Ceausescu was met at 


Bucharest airport by government 
officials and poiitburo members, 
and his wife Elena. 

Hungarian Foreign Minister 
Gyula Horn said several hundred 
people had been killed and 
wounded in Timisoara when 
police and troops attacked de¬ 
monstrators. 

Horn told parliament that, 
according to “credible informa¬ 
tion," security forces and soldiers 
had turned guns and tanks on a 
crowd of several thousand 
people. 

“They acted very brutally 
against the demonstrators, shot 
into the crowd. There were sever¬ 
al hundred dead and wounded, 
according to credible informa¬ 
tion,” Horn said. 

“These acts are not only con¬ 
trary to all international norms, 
they are inhuman," tiie minister 
said. 

Pope John Paul condemned the 
killing of demonstrators in Roma¬ 
nia, saying he had heardthe news 
with deep sorrow. 

In an unusually strong state¬ 
ment at the end of his Wednesday 
weekly aiufience in the Vatican, 
the pontiff said: “We have all 
learnt of the news of deaths and 
injuries in several Romanian 
cities with deep sorrow. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian has 
died in tite interrogation centre of 
an Israeli prison, senior sources 
reported -Wednesday, and the 
man’s family said hie had been 
tortured to death. 

A lawyer for the Gaza City 
famil y . of KhaJid Kama! A1 




family' believed security forces 
had tortured him .to death, in 
Gaza Prison Tuesday night. 

There was no immediate offi¬ 
cial comment. 

Israel Radio reported that the 
family would able to name some¬ 
one to represent them at the 
autopsy! _ „ ..... 

Palestinians said; it was the 
fourth rime an inmate had died at 
the prison in' the two^year-old 
uprising in the occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bant 

Gaza residents said Ali was 
arrested 13 days ago during a 
curfew. He died in an interroga¬ 
tion room used by undercover 
officers of Israel's Shirt Bet, ac¬ 
cused by Palestinians of torturing 
prisoners: 

Israel Radio, quoting Palesti¬ 
nians. said he was active in the 
Islamic. Jihad organisation. .. 

•.Nationalist leaders in Beth¬ 
lehem said Wednesday Christinas 
would be a day of . mourning in. 
honour of the hundreds of 
Paiesttfdans Idled rathe uprising. 

i A leaflet signed by the unified 
national leadership in the town 
said for the third Christmas of the 
uprising residents of Jesus's tradi¬ 
tional birthplace would demons¬ 
trate no. joy." . .. 

- -“We wffl show rite world-look¬ 
ing to our country an tiie third 
Christmas of our -uprising... that' 
th^ day of Christinas will be a day 
of mourning for the souls of our 
martyrs," foe leaflet said. 

It appealed to tiie faithful to 
pray lor the dead, to receive 
spiritual leaders in churches and 
is>t in the streets, to visit families 
of the dead, wounded and de- 
tamed T ~and to refrain from de¬ 
corating shops. 


Israel is.expected to add roadb¬ 
locks and troops to the town’s 
main streets and Manger Square 
oyer the. holiday jis it has done in 
previous years. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
South Africa's Anglican church 
leader and Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate, will conduct Christmas 


the Nativity. 

Sabbah’s call 

In a news release, the spiritual 
leader of Catholics in Israel, the 
occupied territories and Jordan 
called for Palestinian self-rule 
and peace talks with Israel as the 
only wav to bring security to both 
sides. 

Latin Patriarch Michel Sabbah 
asked Israelis and Arabs “to pre¬ 
pare themselves for reconciliation 
and Jove -towards one another” 
on Christmas. 

“Granting the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple sovereignty is tiie only way to 
achieve -just and lasting peace in 
tills bereaved region,” Sabbah 
said. “It is up to the people to 
decide what kind of sovereignty 
they want, an. independent state, 
a federation or confederation." 

“The sovereignty of the 
Palestinian -people does not con¬ 
tradict that of the Jewish people 
and does not jeopardise their 
security,” said Sabbah, appointed 
in 1987 and the first Arab to hold 
the post. : 

“It is not only the Palestinians 
who are suffering now, but the 
Israelis also. It must come to an 
end for the benefit of both par¬ 
ties." he said. . 

In a bid to curb Gaza protests, 
tiie army said- Wednesday it 
jCvoiddlet officers confiscate the 
-property of parents whose chil¬ 
dren took part in demonstrations. 
Youngsters have been at the from 
line of stone-throwing protests. 

“If a parent does hot appear 
before die responsible officer or 
does not pay the bail to release 
his child-., it will be possible to 
confiscate that parent's proper¬ 
ty.” an army communique said. 


GCC intensifies 




MUSCAT (Agencies) — Gulf 
Arab leaders have agreed to re¬ 
double efforts to persuade Tran 
and Iraq to reach a final settlement 
of the Gulf war, Arab officials ' 
said- Wednesday. 

Officials of the six-nation Guff 
Cooperation Council (GCC) said 
at the summit meeting the six 
rulers chose Oman to coordinate 
the peace diplomacy and contact 
Tehran and Baghdad. 

In talks Tuesday, the rulers of • 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Un¬ 
ited Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 
Qatar, and Oman told their fore¬ 
ign ministers to draw up new 
policies to help the peace process, 
the officials said. They gave no 
details. 

Sukan Qaboos of Oman has 
long experience as a peace broker 
in the'region and recently coor¬ 
dinated indirect contacts, and at 
least one secret direct meeting at 
a senior level, between Iran arid 
Saadi Arabia. Iranian political 
sources say. 

Formal ties between Riyadh 
and Tehran remain severed fol¬ 
lowing Iran’s political and reli¬ 
gious a trades on tiie most power¬ 
ful .GCC member Saudi Arabia 
which.helped Iraq financially dur¬ 
ing the eight-year Iran-Iraq war. 

Regional analysts believe re¬ 
newed relations between the two 
would be a major step towards 
Gulf stability- and a final peace - 
between Iran and Iraq, and 
speculated that tins might be part 
of the new GCC move. 

In his opening summit address, 
Sultan Qaboos said he believed 
both Iran and Iraq were ready for 
peace. 

The search for a final settle-' 
merit of the. war has!pioved elu¬ 
sive with Iran insisting Iraq first 
withdraw its troops from its land 
while Iraq has revived claim* for - 
sovereignty over the Shatt Al 
Arab waterway lea ding to the 
Gulf. ' • ' •-% 

Oman’s information minis ter-. 
said Wednesday the fodus of talks' 
among the leaders bad'shifted . 
from foreign policy issues tqecqK 
non* .relations in tbie bloc.' . 

Minister Abdtri-’Afeiz Beit 


Mohammad Rowas said the GCC 
leaders, meeting in the four-day 
summit scheduled to end Thurs¬ 
day, had also discussed the Arab 
League peace plan for Lebanon 
and the Palestinian problem. 

He said that the subject of 
Oman mediating between Iran 
andSaudi Arabia was not a GCC 
priority. 

“Oman does not need to medi¬ 
ate because we are all brothers 
and neighbours." he said at a 
press briefing. 

On the future of str^.ied ties 
between Riyadh and Tehran, he 
said: “Reality will rule. They are 
Muslims, they are neighbours, 
they are brothers." 

: Saudi Arabia'severed ties with 
Iran in April 1988; citing 
Tehran’s support for terrorism 
and subveraon in the region. 

On Oman’s own relations with 
Iran, Rowas said they bad not 
changed since President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani was elected in July. 
He said Oman's relations with its 
neighbours do not depend on 
who is ruling, but are-strategic. 

He said Oman would continue 
stationing forces at a base in 
Saudi Arabia for the Peninsula 
Shield, a joint force developed by 
the GCC stares out of concern 
that the Irau-Traq war would 
reach their shores. 

Rowas said moves towards uni¬ 
fication were not on the agenda at 
all. : 

In oil matters, he said the GCC 
states would stick to their- pre¬ 
vious position that oS prices most 
be fair for both producers and 
consumers. 

All GCC leaders are attending 
the council’s 10th summit meet¬ 
ing. They are: The most, Sultan 
Qaboos; Sheikh Isa Ben Salman 
A! Khalifa of Bahrain; Sheikh 
Taber- A1. Ahmad AI Sabah of 
Kuwait; Sheikh. Khalifa Ben 
Hamad Ai Thani of Qatar; King 
Fabd of Saudi Arabia and Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan AI Nahayan of 
the United Arab Emirates. 

-■ Rowas would not discuss what 
economic items are on the agen¬ 
da, but thi^ are expected to be a 
unified -tariff.'barrier - 
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Arabs and Europeans see Paris 
talks as symbol of enduring ties 


TUNIS (R) — Beyond trade and technology, Pales¬ 
tine and petrochemicals, Arab and European foreign 
ministers want the Euro-Arab dialogue which opens 
in Paris Thursday to be the visible symbol of an 
enduring relationship. 


President Francois Mitterrand 
of France bas invited the 34 
ministers — 12 from the Euro* 
peas Community and 22 from the 
Arab League states — to Paris to 
revive a process which bad lost its 
way in bureaucratic de tails and 
political misunderstandings. 

When the partners in the dia¬ 
logue last met in 1983, they failed 
to produce a joint declaration 
because of a perennial unbalance 
between political demands by the 
Arabs and the less coherent posi¬ 
tion of the Europeans, diplomats 
said. 

“The French are picking up the 
whole process and relaunching it 
through this grand meeting... It's 
an important symbolic chance to 
affirm the strength of the rela¬ 
tionship,” said a European 
Ambassador in Tunis, the Arab 
League headquarters. 

“Everyone will say what’s on 
his mind. We don’t expect any 
concrete results. But the meeting 
will make it possible to give a 
psychological boost to a dialogue 
which had sunk into routine and 


was dozing off dangerously,” 
Hamadi Essid, the Arab League 
representative in Paris, told Reu¬ 
ters. 

“It’s the spirit that counts 
'most... but it will definitely be a 
first step towards more fruitful 
cooperation in the future,” said 
an Arab ambassador. 

The Arab League has been 
pressing the Europeans for a new 
session of the dialogue since at 
least 1986 but attempts to draft a 
joint statement in advance con¬ 
tinued to pose problems. 

League Secretary General 
Chadli Klibi, a keen advocate of 
the dialogue, brought it up again 
when he saw Mitterrand in Octo¬ 
ber and a few days later the 
French president took other EC 
members by surprise by announc¬ 
ing the meeting for December. 

Diplomats said Mitterrand, 
partly for reasons of national 
prestige, wanted to ensure the 
dialogue resumed before France 
hands over the EC presidency to 
Ireland on Jan. 1. 

Only Libya and Syria objected 


to the idea because of the di¬ 
plomatic sanctions which the EC 
imposed on them in 1986 for their 
alleged role in acts of violence. 

Libya at first said it would 
boycott any Arab state that took 
part in the meeting. It began to 
back down after Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak had a word 
with Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi and Monday it said it 
would take part. 

The French Foreign Ministry 
said Tuesday the Syrian and Li¬ 
byan Foreign ministers, Farouq 
AI Shara and JaddaDah Azzouz 
Al-Talhi, were expected in Paris. 
Shara was in Tripoli Tuesday, 
apparently for last-minute con¬ 
sultations. 

Libya and Syria are bound to 
bring the sanctions up in Paris but 
will probably fail to make it a 
central issue. “There’s no disposi¬ 
tion to make this a Libyan meet¬ 
ing, except on the part of the 
Libyans,” the European ambas¬ 
sador said. 

Arab League officials said 
France’s presidency and develop¬ 
ments in the Middle East peace 
process over the past year had 
helped break the deadlock in the 
dialogue. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO), a full Arab 
League member, is a welcome 


participant after renouncing ter¬ 
rorism and recognising Israel’s 
right to exist last year. It is 
sending Foreign Minister Farouk 
Kaddoumi to the meeting. 

Egypt, the most populous Arab 
state, resumed its place in the 
Arab League in May after 10 
years in the wilderness. 

Hamadi Essid said the two 
sides were practically in agree¬ 
ment on how the dialogue should 
now proceed but European diplo¬ 
mats said this was far from the 


case. 

The Arab League wants the 34 
foreign ministers to meet regular¬ 
ly, at least every other year, and 
expand the troika of foreign 
ministers to a group with seven or 
eight ministers from each side, 
officials said. 


The three-man troika groups 
the foreign ministers of the for¬ 
mer, the current and future presi¬ 
dent of the community. 

“In general, the Europeans are 
not interested in creating a gigan¬ 
tic machinery which turns out 
paper and does not Auction,” 
one European diplomat said. 

“We regard constitutions, mi¬ 
nutes and draft communiques as a 
positive nuisance. We don’t want 
to repeat the mistakes of the past 
12 years,” said another. 


Kabul wary after coup plot revealed 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Afgha¬ 
nistan’s ruling Communists have 
increased security around the 
president's palace in Kabul after 
discovering a coop plot early this 
month. Western diplomats have 
said. 

“Rumours of involvement of 
high-level figures and of greater 
numbers arrested are circulating 
(in Kabul),” said a Western di¬ 
plomat, who refused to be identi¬ 
fied. 

Meanwhile, the leader of the 
powerful rebel group Hezb-I-Isla- 
mi claimed another, unconnected 
coup plot was being hatched in 
Kabul. Gulbaddin Hekmatyar 
said the second coup plot in¬ 
volved government troops, but he 


would not elaborate. 

“We are working on a plan to 
successfully stage a coup,” the 
charismatic leader told a news 
conference Tuesday in Peshawar, 
bordering war-tom Afghanistan. 

Hekmatyar also claimed that 
his organisation had infiltrated 
Af ghanistan ’s armed forces. 

“We have created several cells 
wi thin the army and no one 
knows about the other,” he said. 

Hekmatyar claimed that a “Re¬ 
volutionary Council” would step 
into the vacuum caused by a 
successful coup and within six 
months elections would be held. 

Afghanistan's official Radio 
Kabul reported on Dec. 5 that 
government troops had crushed 


an underground guerrilla net¬ 
work operating in Kabul, arrest¬ 
ing 100 people. The radio made 
no mention of a coup plot, but 
said those arrested belonged to 
Hekmatyars group. Hekmatyar 
denied they were his men. 

More recently, diplomatic 
sources have said Afghanistan's 
State Security Minister Ayubi 
claimed to have jailed 127 people 
in connection with the alleged 
coup plot. 

Since the alleged plot surfaced, 
diplomats said there have been a 
series of purges within Afghanis¬ 
tan's armed forces. Most of those 
being expunged belong to the 
Khalq, faction of the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party, diplomats said. 


U.S. urges 
Sudan 
to stop 
executions 


U.S. distances itself from 
Israeli oil deal with Iran 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un¬ 
ited States has distanced itself 
from a reported Israeli oil deal 
with Iran which bas prompted 
comparisons with a U.S. anns- 
for-hostages scandal. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Margaret Tutwiler Tues¬ 
day confirmed a U.S. television 
report that the deal had taken 
place but denied that Washington 
had any advance knowledge or 
had given its blessing, either be¬ 
fore or after the fact. 

“Israel informed us a month 
ago after the fact that it had 
concluded a deal with Iran for 
purchase of Iranian oQ. Foreign 
countries do not seek U.S. 
approval for oil purchases from a 
third country,” Tutwiler said. 

Iran, in a statement issued at 
the United Nations, said it denied 
the report as baseless and an 
attempt “to distort the revolu¬ 
tionary image of the Islamic Re- 

S ublic of Iran amongst the Mus- 
m nations throughout the 
world.” 

Iran said it took special care in 
requiring of its purchasers that its 
oil not go to Israel or South 
Africa. 

Israel declined comment. “We 
don’t comment on oil deals of the 
Israeli government.” said Yossi 
Olmert, head of the government 
press office. 


Monday’s television report said 
the oil purchase was part of a bid 
to win freedom for Israeli prison¬ 
ers of war and possibly Western 
hostages held in Lebanon. 

The NBC network, quoting 
U.S. intelligence sources, said 
Israel had paid S36 million for 
two million barrels of Iranian oil 
offloaded in Eilat in mid- 
November. 

Reports of the deal seemed 
likely to provoke controversy in 
the United States, where memor¬ 
ies of the Iran-contra scandal 
which soured the second term of 
former President Ronald Reagan 
are still fresh. 

The scandal, the worst of 
Reagan’s presidency, involved a 
scheme in which arms were 
secretly shipped to Iran in an 
attempt to win freedom for U.S. 
hostages. Profits from the arms 
sales were diverted to Nicar¬ 
agua’s contra rebels. 


fall of the shah. 

The United States quashed 
suggestions that it was seeking to 
bargain for the freedom of its 
hostages. 

“We will not make deals for 
hostages or reward terrorists." 
Tutwiler said. 

But reports of the deal 
appeared tikely to prompt ques¬ 
tions about bow much control the 
United States could or should 
exert over the actions of an ally 
such as Israel to which it gave $3 
billion a year in foreign aid. 

According to some sources. 
Israel had informed Washington 
about the deal only after U.S. 
intelligence uncovered the basic 
facts. But Tuiwfler denied this, 
saying the Israeli disclosure bad 
not been prompted by the United 
States. 


From Israel's point of view, the 
reported oil deal was the latest in 
a long series of attempts to forge 
a relationship with Tehran, de¬ 
spite the fervently anti-Zionist 
rhetoric of its Islamic rulers who 
constantly preach a “holy war” to 
liberate Jerusalem from Jewish 
control. 

Iran was a key Israeli ally and 
its main source of oil before the 


“I don r want to get into the 
specifics of where the meeting 
was. (but) yes, we were told,” she 
said. 

NBC said Iran was interested 
in buying spare parts from Israel 
for military equipment originally 
bought in the West. 

Tutwiler said U.S. law barred 
the transfer of equipment of U.S. 
origin without U.S. approval. 
“Israel is well aware of this re¬ 
quirement and has told us they 
will abide by it,” she said. 


Israel 
worried 
by Iraqi 
missile 
development 


ICRC fails in 


TEL AVIV (R) — Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin voiced 
alarm Wednesday at Iraq’s de¬ 
velopment of a long-range missOe 
capability and said Israel would 
have to take “the appropriate 
decision.” 

Answering parliamentary ques¬ 
tions, Rabin gave the first public 
Israeli response to Baghdad's 
announcement on Dec. 7 of die 
successful launch of a three-stage 
space rocket 


“The defence establishment is 
keeping a close watch on... de¬ 
velopments in Iraq in various 
technological areas, especially 
Iraq’s progress in developing 
medium- and long-range ground- 
to-ground missiles, its entry into 
space and the development of 
non-conventional weapons,” he 
said. 

“Our monitoring is aimed at 
ttnahltng the government to take 
the appropriate decision in the 
light or these developments in 
eveiy sphere of confronta¬ 
tion...,” Rabin said. 

Western military analysts 
quoted by a British newspaper 
said the Iraqi missile did not 
achieve all its goals. 

The analysts quoted by the 
Guardian Monday said the mis¬ 
sile, named Al Aabid (the wor¬ 
shipper), flew for only 130 
seconds and reached an altitude 
of just 20 kilometres. 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A senior 
Red Cross official flew to Geneva 
Wednesday after failing to 
arrange an immediate swap of 
ailing and wounded prisoners still 
held by Iran and Iraq more than a 
year after the Gulf war cease-fire. 

Angelo Gnadinger, the Middle 
East chief to the Geneva-based 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) ended his visit 
after five days of talks in the Iraqi 
capital. 

He had held similar meetings in 
Tehran with Iranian officials last 
week, spiring the repatriation of 
some 1,000 wounded and ailing 
prisoners held by both sides. 

Gnadinger refused to comment 
to reporters before his departure 
on toe outcome of his visit. 

But Andreas Wigger, the 
ICRCs chief delegate in Bagh¬ 
dad, said: “I may say nothing 
concrete has been achieved.:. 


“This is a long process which 
needs more effort,” Wigger said. 

Gnadinger had hoped for an 
imme diate release of the sick and 
wounded as a first step toward 
settling the issue of the Iranian 
and Iraqi prisoners of war under 
Article 118 of the Thud Geneva 
Convention. The article calls for 
repatriation of PoWs immediate-. 
Iy after the cessation of hostilities 
in wars. 

The ICRC has registered some 
30,000 prisoners held by Iran and 
more than 19,500 in Iraqi camps. 
Many of the FoWs have been 
held since the eariystages of the 
war that broke out in September 
1980. 


However, diplomats and Un¬ 
ited Nations officials say the two 
sides hold 100,000 PoWs between 
them. 

Last year, Iran and Iraq re¬ 


leased about 400 side and wound¬ 
ed prisoners. But dte otieratioD^i 
was -stopped with both sides'^ 
accusing each other of 
the number of captives 
asylum. • . 

Earlier this week, hopes were 
raised that an agreement .for 
prisoner swap was imminent * 
Akram AI Witri, chief of tiu 
I/■-gal Department at the Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry, raid Baghdad 
had responded positively 1 'to aoJl 
ICRC call ta this effect. 

But Iranian Foreign Munster. 
Ali Akbar VeJayati quickly ft 
raterated the Iranian - position, 
undermining the effort. Tehran 
has. insisted it will not agree to.ft 
swap the prisoners or implement.' 
any other peace move with Iraq^ 
until Iraqi troops withdraw from j 
chunks of land they occupied in'vs 
the final weeks of Ihe Gulf > war.~4? 


Oil tanker 
blocking 
Suez Canal 
refloated 


Body of SLA militiamen found in lake 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States has been 
urging Sudan to repeal death 
sentences imposed on a man con¬ 
victed of black market HMKiy 
and on a doctor accused of lead¬ 
ing a strike, an official has said. 

U.S. diplomats have been dis¬ 
cussing the case with Sudan’s 
government following the recent 
executions of two other 
Sudanese, one convicted of cur¬ 
rency violations and the other of 
drag dealing. 

The death sentences for these 
two men “were vastly out of 
I proportion” to their crimes, espe¬ 
cially because they were tried by a 
special court without fall judicial 
protection, said a department 
official who could not be named 
in keeping with department reg- 
I ulations. 

i “We urge the government of 
Sudan not to impose the death 
sentences on the two prisoners 
re mainin g,” the official said. 

“We have discussed these cases 
with the government of Sudan in 
private diplomatic channels and 
we continue to do so,” the official 
said. 

Sudan bas been under military 
rule since a June 30 coop which 
overthrew the government. U.S. 
law mandates cutting off aid to 
countries whose democratic gov¬ 
ernments have been overthrown, 
but the administration has with¬ 
held such action in hopes the new 
rulers would act to resolve the - 
country's civil war. 

However, a report issued last 
week by Amnesty International 
said murder and torture continue 
in Sudan since the military 
takeover. Also, talks earlier tins 
month between the Khartoum 
government and the rebels fight¬ 
ing for autonomy in the south of 
Sudan broke down. 

Sudanese army troops killed 17 
southern rebels during raids on 
nine camps belonging to the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), the armed forces daily 
reported Wednesday. 


Israel bombed a nuclear reac¬ 
tor under construction in Bagh¬ 
dad in 1981 because it believed 
the plant would be use to manu¬ 
facture nuclear weapons. 

Rabin said Iraq had made 
several major strides in military 
technology during the 1981-88 
Gulf war against Iran. 

“The government of Iraq has 
adopted an order of national 
priorities which channels enor¬ 
mous resources into research, de¬ 
velopment and production of the 
most advanced weapons, which 
are likely to equip Iraq with a 
long-range capability,” he sakL 
Foreign experts say Israel has 
itself developed medium-range 
missiles which could hit Iraq and 
possesses a nuclear and chemical 
weapons capability. 


SUEZ (R)—An oil tanker which 
bad been blocking the Suez Canal 
after it ran aground in a narrow 
stretch of the waterway was reflo¬ 
ated Wednesday. 

Witnesses said seven tugs reflo¬ 
ated the Liberian-registered tank¬ 
er, the Lauberborn, at around 
1230 GMT as the tide began to 
rise. It wil be towed towards 
Suez. 

At least 17 ships bad been 
waiting at die southern entrance 
to die canal since the tanker ran 
aground late Tuesday, shipping 
company officials said. 


RASHAYA, Lebanon (AP) —The gunshot, body of a m i l itia men 
with the Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army (SLA) was found 
Wednesday in a lake in Israel’s self-proclaimed security 2 >oue.m 
South Lebanon. Voice of the Sooth, a radio station controlled by 
the SLA militia said Ali Qassem was driving his car through the 
border village of Aitaroun late Tuesday night when three .shots. 
Tang out in the region. The body and the car were found in the 
lake the following morning, it said, giving no other details. 


Israeli MP predicts release ofairman 


The accident bad temporarily 
dosed both of the world’s major 
canals to shipping, following a 
U.S. decision to dose the Pana¬ 
ma Canal Wednesday because of 
fighting in the Latin American 
country. 

The Lauberhom’s Greek own¬ 
ers, Base Shipping Service Net¬ 
work, told Renters 1,500 tonnes 
of oil leaked from the tanker 
Tuesday and one of the ship’s 
holds was cracked. There were no 
signs of ofl slicks on the canal. 

They said the ship had run 
aground because of poor visibil¬ 
ity. The Suez Canal authority was 
seeking $5 million in initial dam¬ 
ages, they added. 


TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli airman missing in Lebanon since 1 
1986 is being held there by Iranian forces, and Israeli legislators 
predict progress soon towards his release, the commander of 
Israel’s air force has said. Israel Radio quoted unidentified Israeli 
parliamentarians as saying the Jewish state was willing to “talk 
and deal” for his release and that pro g ress could be expectedm 
“two or three weeks.” Israel army radio quoted the air fence 
chief, Major-General Avihu Bin-Nun, as saying that navigator 
Ron Arad was held captive by Iranian fighters in Lebanon and 
assumed to be in good health. . 


assumed to be in good health. - 

Europe urged to stand up to Israel 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria Wednesday urged Europe to have die 
courage to stand up to Israel and back the Arab World in Middle : 
East peace efforts ahead of a Euro-Arab conference in Paris. The - 
official TLshreeo newspaper said the meeting of foreign ministers 
from the liruation European Community and 22-nation Arab 
League, due to open Thursday, offered Europe a chance to 
understand Arab causes. The conference is being held ta breathe 
new life into dialogue between Western Europe and the Middle 
East. Tishreen accused the Europeans of “not being courageous 
to express their real views against Israel, which occupies Arab 
lands and practices repressive measures against Palestinians. 
What we get from Europe amounts to nothing more than verbal 
condemnations, statements and sh y regre ts. Europe has nottaken 
'any effective action to prevent Israel’s racial crimes.” it sakE \ 


U.K. frees 2 Iranians; deports 2 others 


LONDON (AP) — Britain has 
announced it is deporting two 
Iranian students whose attorney 
said they believe they are sus¬ 
pected of plotting to kill author 
Salman Rushdie. Two other Ira¬ 
nians were freed. 

The four were arrested Friday 
at their homes in Manchester 
under the Prevention of Terror¬ 
ism Act that allows police to hold 
suspects for seven days without 
charge. 

The home office said Tuesday 
that engineering students Karen 
Abrinia, 32, and Mehrdad Koka-' 
bi, 33. are being deported “for 
reasons of national security.” 

Another student, Hussein 
Gharibi, and Javad Mousavi, a 
40-year-old disabled father of 
four, were freed. 

Attorney Zahir Aziz, who rep¬ 
resents the four, said Monday: 
“The police have told me very 
little. But the men are under the 
impression they have been 
arrested because they are sus¬ 
pected of being a hit squad to kill 
Salman Rushdie..” 

The late Iranian leader Ayatol¬ 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini issued a 
religious decree on Feb. 14 order¬ 
ing Muslims to bunt down and kill 


the Indian-boip British novelist 
‘Tor blaspheming Islam” in his 
novel The Satanic Verees. Rush¬ 
die has been hiding under police 
protection ever since. 

Mousavi, who suffers from 
multiple sclerosis, said after his 
release Tuesday night that during. 
his five days of questioning police 
accused him of masterminding a 
plot to kill Rushdie. 

“I don’t know how to make 
bombs,” said the 40-year-old Ira¬ 
nian as he lay on the living room 
floor of bis Manchester home, his 
wheelchair nearby. “They ac¬ 
cused me of plotting to kill Sal¬ 
man Rushdie, but I told them I 
was innocent.” 

Fighting back tears and tremb¬ 
ling with emotion, he said, “I am 
against terrorism. I am in favour 
of Salman Rushdie being 
punished, but not by me. He 
should be punished by Islamic 
Law and courts.” 

Mousavi said police questioned 
him for three hours eveiy day. 

“A police lady was very nice. 
But then a superintendent was 
very bad. He told me: ‘you are a 
terrorist.’ I said how could I be a 
terrorist? I am a disabled man . 
They said I could be a master¬ 


mind telliug the others how to 
.make bombs," he said. 

Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News' Agency quoted the news¬ 
paper Kayhan as saying Monday 
that-the four were arrested fol¬ 
lowing demonstrations against 
Rushdie by Muslims in more than 
1,000 mosques throughout Bri¬ 
tain. 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, said parliament speaker 
Mahffi Kjurnzbi read a letter Tues¬ 
day from several Iranian legisla¬ 
tors urging their Foreign Ministry 
to take “appropriate” steps to 
protect the four Iranians. 

It quoted the letter as saying 
the Iranians were arrested be¬ 
cause “the glory and size of the 
demonstrations had angered Brit¬ 
ish authorities.” 

“If England does not change its 
hostile stance against Islam and 
does not apologise to Muslims, 
the wave of these demonstrations 
in England will surely increase,” 
the radio quoted Karrnbi as 
saying. 

The Home Office refused to 
say why it is expelling the two 
Iranians. 

“Two Iranian nationals have 
been served with notices of intent 


to deport them,” said a Home 
Office -spokesman who custo¬ 
marily is not identified by name. ' 
“Tberhome secretary has decided 
that their deportation would .be:. 
conducive to the public good.- .! 
' “Two other Iranian nationals 
who were being held have now 
been released from custody.”, . 

Patrick Stephenson, registrar 
at the University of Manchester's 
Institute of Science and. Technol ¬ 
ogy, said Kokabi and Abrinia 
were engineering students ivho.'. 
had completed thek ogpse work 
for doctorates in philosophy and 
were writing dissertations. It.was." 
not known where Gbaribrstu- 
dies. . — . "• 


English-born Dawn Mousavi 
had protested the arrest of.her 
husband, who suffers from multi -1 
pie sclerosis. “Javad is innocent. I 
don’t know why he is detained. 
He is not a politically active 
person — although we both sup¬ 
port the Iranian government;’’- 
she said. 

. The expulsions are expected to 
block tentative steps to improve 
relations between Britain, and" 
Iran and restore diplomatic ..links- 
severed over the Rushdie- affair / 
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89J0 .Cairo (Ri) 

0*45 .Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

lfcOO -. Kuwait (RJJ 

IfcM .Dhahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

16:15. London (RJ) 
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16:45 . 
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1*80 . 

19:40 . 
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. Aqaba( 

..Rntxtc ( 

.London( 

...Pam( 

.Larnaca ( 


Uppetflewer price m Ek per kg. 

API*.. 420 / 380 

.-.;... 450/400 

Banana (Mnkammr) 400 / 350 

.-. 300 /250 

CnBfltmcr.J MO/iJo 

Cucumbers (large). 220/180 

Cronaben(small). 420 / 380 

&=== gas 

.:::::: m!m 

2^5^22 .. 260/200 

... 160/120 

Rim. . TXt / 180 
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1#=«0 ___ Kota 

18:25 ..Children programme 
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-.Load programme 

. Load programme 
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sES.- ; 
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~5 .News summary in- Arabic-'. 

23: *8 ..Programmeewt'. 


Onion? 

Orange 
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.Bahrain, Doha (RJ 

.Dubai, Muscat (RJ 

..Bangkok (RJ 


f*OGRAMME TWO " , 
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*=•?..— NewsfrAra&t 

*3?. Mr.Betedctr 
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. 230/180 

... 290 / 230 

tST*.. ko'wo 

TOnmoes .. 320 / 260 
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ladies graduate from UNICEF course 

i k{ j 'AMMAN (J.T.) — A two month j - 

Ulri traixung course on nutrition j _ 

m *rtnretticm and growth monitoring i J^hf> - v3§ ?- 


Q 
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Yarmouk 


I k{ j 'AMMAN (J-T.) — A two month 
Min training course on nutrition 
" education and growth monitoring 
>ut 4 QQ ofi^idren under five years of age 

its. gM„, ended here Wednesday with, the 
Ped v*ftrj graduation of 35 participants at a 
^ (n 2 C ceremony held under the patron* 
er (J^ageof Her Royal Highness Prin- 

c * l ptiu, ■ cess. : Sarvath. 

this h ' Tbe regional office of the Un¬ 
it an* 6 ®*. L'ited Nations Children’s Fund 
{UNICEF) sponsored the course 
J S _*jf?,aj.copperaticin with the Young 
ParfJr’’MusUm Women’s Association 
J. (YMWA), according to the Jor- 
tidaT'^r dan News Agency, Petra, 
t * Po^ v, Siisa Hifanat from the assoda- 
paid tribute to UNICEF for 
aian ' iistdp in providing training to 
ar i focal Jordanian women in'means 
.of-caring for their children, Petra 
„ ‘ms;:-. /'SaW-" 

rp.toe UNICEF's Regional Director 
'.Richard Reid said there was need 
for “holding similar training 
h^^emxrses to help mothers bring up 
’ f 10 ^ 5 »&> healthy <*fldren- 
la °d ifoTv- . UNICEF initially conducted a 
of jkT study on children's nutrition in 
Jerash in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Health. The study 
* Q)||S highlighted the need to promote 
awareness of mothers regarding 


awareness of mothers regarding 
. j. moper feeding and weaning of 

1(1 m to. sk 

^ Princess Sarvath later offered 
: oody <J f a the premises of the Princess Sar- 
®y(SLj\)J: vath College in Amman for 
lffied fccta ' training. ■ 

« -■ ■ • 

'§ his carT- r- 

NATIONAL N 

* r w «e &*;. _ 

0 other (^ PRINCE MOHAMMAD V1SI 





W» *% *■ V. 


Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Wednesday 
presents a certifica te to one of the participants in 
the two-month UNICEF course on nutrition educa¬ 


tion and growth monitoring of children. (Petra 
photo) 


Specialists in nutrition from 
UNICEF, the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Re¬ 
fugees (UNRWA) and the Minis¬ 
try of Health conducted the 
course, according to Petra. 

It said that the participating 
women heard lectures on child 
nutrition and the basic food ele¬ 
ments essential for building the 
body of children and the most 
proper means of providing food 
for children throughout the diffe¬ 
rent stages of their development. 

According to Petra, UNICEF, 


over the past two decades, initi¬ 
ated and funded several health 
and public Information program¬ 
mes designed to improve the 
well-being of children, their 
, health environment and their 
mothers. 

Jordan has made significant 
strides and achievements in re¬ 
ducing and almost eliminating in¬ 
fant mortality through cost effec¬ 
tive health policies such as im¬ 
munisation, oral rehydration ther¬ 
apy and breast feeding program- 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


PRINCE MOHAMMAD VISITS NMI: His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad, the personal representative of His Majesty King 
3 Of ajjfc . Hussein, Wednesday visited the National Medical Institution (NMI) 
* and was briefed on its achievements and future plans. (Petra) 

in Lefe* PEOPLE'S ARMY: A batch of People’s Army recruits graduated 


• hm.i ilfli 4•«» iWtr-V 


i, I i- \ i .M i \ uTT- 


to Isras 

si Europe t- 


tt d Company complex near Karak. The recruits, who underwent a three 

. month .training course in first aid and the use of light aims, were all 

from the southern regions of Jordan, around Karak. The group 
« Of included a large number of officials and employees from the Ghor A1 
quoted da, gag and Mazraa regions. Before receiving their diplomas the 
^V-ng 4a t graduates presented a performance of their skills such as dismantling 
iters is and re-assembling light arms. Several awards were presented to those 

excelling in their training courses. 

tO lift FAOIR RECEIVES SPANISH ENVOY: Minister of Awqaf and 
IsUmic Affairs Dr. Ali A1 Faqir Wednesday discussed with Spanish 
.j Ambassador to Jordan Ramon Annengod means to bolster trilateral 

\rab ^ co l tni »l relations. (Petra) 

iferenctfflfc’ ALAQSA RESTORATION COMMITTEE: A1 Aqsa Restoration 
ig of forap r - Committee held a meeting Wednesday under the diairmanship of 
and II-E 7 - Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh Mohammad Mheiian. The discussions 
Europe 3 dealt with the measures necessary to carry out the project related to 
being restoration of the Haram A1 Sharif. (Petra) 

Jr 5*2 ; 1 . ■ DRIVERS LICENCE: Motorists who lose their driving licence can 
a replacement and will be issued new ones immediately 
«mcD oce - upoQ fining a form at the concerned department, according to a 
agains ft. statement by Public Security Department (PSD) Director General 
nng mots: FadeJ AH Fuheid. But the PSD chief noted that the form contains a 
Europe k pledge that the applicants should return the old licence when and ^£it 
lcrimes, i was found later. (PetraV.. 


lers 

; '.hem." S' 
>?tesmar 
not idrnisi' 


dealt with the measures necessary to carry out the project related to 
restoration of the Haram A1 Sharif. (Petra) 

DRIVERS LICENCE: Motorists who lose their driving licence can 
applyfbr a replacement and will be issued new ones immediately 
upon fining a form at tire concerned department, according to a 
statement by Public Security Department (PSD) Director General 
Fade/ AH Fuheid. But the PSD chief noted that the form contains a 
pledge that the applicants should return the old licence when and^Jjit 
was found later. (Petra)- - 

AOAS MEETING ENDS: Arab specialists ended a three-day 
meeting at the Amman-based Arab Organisation of Administrative 
Sciences (AOAS) during which they reviewed means of promoting 
Arab countries' exports. The delegates, representing six Arab 
countries reviewed working papers presented by the Arab Monetary 
Fond and the Council of Arab Economic Unity. (Petra) 

ARBOR DAY IN TAFILEH: Taffleh Govemorate announced 


- acres 1 '- Wednesday that it will hold Arbor Day celebrations in the coming 
“ r ana?’- Governor Khalaf Maharmeh announced after a meeting that 

■ frnfr *nd forest trees will be planted in great numbers within the 

1 ° inm' ..goyemorate and along main roads in a bid to fight off the 

L T e : encroachment of the desert over arable land. (Petra) 

^benKto--- 

ased front- ARAB POLICE DAY: Irbid Police Department held a ceremony. 
5 repb»t& : Wednesday on the Arab Police Day anniversary. Governor Jawdat 
iverrin of^ Sbonl was among dignitaries who delivered a speech on the occasion 
x Sdacs* 5 ' paying tribute to the police force for its efforts to ensure security. 

1 Koi ^ Jt OHALEB HALASEH LAID TO REST: A funeral was held in 
rjoeeraj : - Amman for the late Ghaleb Halaseb, the Jor dani a n writer and 
'i et£v intellectual who died of a heart attack in Damascus. Minister of 
raift ffl P,, Culture Kbaled AI Karaki took part in the funeral which was 
tag -.attended by Jordanian intellectuals and writers. Halaseh died at the 
age of 53. (Petra) 

TRAINING COURSE: Five employees from the Arab Company 
-bora I ® 1 - ^ 0I ^ ra 8 Industries and Medical Appliances (ACDIMA) Wednesday 
" ill ibf S - enrolled in a specialised training course on word processor systems, 
jyggc Z The five-day course is designed to introduce the participants to the 
- : use of word processors as well as means to retrieve and print 
ntonnation. (Petra) 

it - ' PRIMARY HEALTH CARE: Participants in a pan-Arab sympo- 


Arafat Mi 

(Continoed from page 1) 

Meanwhile, a close Arafat 
advisor criticised a planned 
Washington meeting of the fore¬ 
ign ministers of Egypt, the Un¬ 
ited States and Israel and said the 
PLO was not bound by anything 
they decide. 

Bassam Abu Sharif told repor¬ 
ters: “This tripartite meeting does 
not concern us ... it’s not a 
binding meeting since the PLO is 
not part of it. 

“We're only concerned with 
meetings that we attend and par¬ 
ticipate in,” be stressed. 

Abu Sharif said the proposed 
Washington meeting between 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker and the foreign ministers 
of Egypt and Israel was “aimed at 
discussing te chnicali ties and mod¬ 
alities of the Palestmian-Israeli 
dialogue in .Cairo.” 

The Washington meeting is 
part of a U.S. plan initiated by 
Baker to pave the way for peace 
talks between the Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

' Those talks would be hosted by 
Cairo and Baker has proposed 
that the meeting focus on Sha¬ 
mir's election plan for the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Abu Sharif said that the PLO 
was “ready at any time to talk to 
the Israelis ... and we’re waiting 
for a date to be set for the Cairo 
meeting.” 

Panama I Ss 

input 

(Continued from page 1) more 

The United Nations Security 
Council scheduled a special ses¬ 
sion on the Panama situation and 
Colombia called for talks among 
the foreign ministers of seven 
Latin American countries. 

Initial reaction from U.S. law¬ 
makers was positive, both among 
Republicans and Democrats. 

Noriega’s main bodyguard, 
Asuncion Gaitan, spoke on the 
national radio network after 
dawn to say Noriega was “well 
and in a safe place.” 

“Don’t anyone give up your 
positions. In the provinces, pre¬ 
pare to resist. The attacks are 


mes, according to a UNICEF 
press release. 

It said that UNICEF recently 
published its 1990 “state of the 
world's children report" which 
puts Jordan in the forefront of 
countries that have led the world 
in applying health policies cap¬ 
able of eliminating infant mortal¬ 
ity and improving children's 
general health and well-being. 

Among those attending the 
ceremony were Health Minister 
Addoub AJ Zaben and senior 
Ministry of Health officials. 

Ministry 
to establish 
farmers 
federation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis¬ 
try of Agriailture plans to carry 
out programmes contained in the 
government policy statement to 
parliament and will embark on 
steps to establish the Jordanian 
Farmers Association to help carry 
out these programmes, Minister 
of Agriculture Suleiman Arabiyat 
said in a statement Wednesday. 

A draft law on the projected 
federation will be first submitted 
to the Higher Agricultural Coun¬ 
cil at the Ministry of Agriculture 
before constitutional steps can be 
taken for die creation of the 
federation, the minis ter said at a 
meeting attended by members of 
the board of directors of the 
Jordan Valley Farmers Associa¬ 
tion. 

Arabiyat said that the problem 
of debts on farmers in the Jordan 
Valley will be resolved through 
increased development in their 
region to raise their income. 

The association President, Tal- 
al AJ Ghizawi, told the minister 
about the main problems encoun¬ 
tered by the association noting 
that they mainly include market¬ 
ing issues especially of onions, 
garlic and potatoes. He added 
that the high price of agricultural 
inputs makes marketing even 
more difficult. 


altiwirf*-.' aom on the role of primary health care in addressing the problems of going to continue when they find 


narcotics ca lled for fending off dangers resulting from drug addiction 






WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tie following listings are compiled bom monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are a dvised to verify the listed 

dme and pinm with die concerned institutioiB. 

exhibitions 

» Ar «MiBfan rf painting s and etchings inspired by Arabic 
{stank art at Abdnl Hameed Shaman Foundation. 

■it An art exhibition by artists from Jordan and otber Arab 
countries at AI Wasiti Gallery, Plaa Hotel. 

it- A.photography exhibition on French -put de Pi evert at the 
French Culmral Centre- - 

☆ The y oaths art exhibition at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

* Contemporary fine arts exhibition by Abass Nahla at 

the Royal Qdtnral Centre. 

it An gvMMrtnn entitled “The Bine Rider” at the Yarmouk 
- U ni ver sity. 

* A plastic art exhibition by Arfl AI Hamad and Ibrahim 
NabataKh at tike University of Jordan. 

-^ An exhSritiou on puttie education at the Soviet Cnftaral Cadre. 

FILM 

* A Soviet fflm entitled the Fate of A Hum a n at the Soviet 
Critmal Centre — 5:30 p.m. 


we are not going to cede,” he 
said. 

A man identified only as Major 
Caballero said on national radio 
that Panamanian forces had de¬ 
tained 40 U.S. citizens. There 
was no elaboration and no further 
details were available. He earlier 
said 41 U.S. citizens were held. 

Also, troops who said they are 
Noriega loyalists seized three 
U.S. citizens from a hotel in the 
capital. 

By dawn a pall of smoke co¬ 
vered the capital. Fighting con¬ 
tinued in ~old Panama and San 
KfigueHto, two districts of the 
capital where Noriega’s para¬ 
military units are strongest. 

Helicopters by the dozen cros¬ 
sed the sky, flying in and out of 
U.S. bases. Fighting also was 
reported at a Panamanian milit¬ 
ary base in the centre of David, 
320 kilometres west of Panama 
CSty. 

The PDF have an estimated 
15,000 troops. Noriega also has 
armed citizen “dignity batta¬ 
lions” of his loyalists, many of 
whom come from working class 
neighbourhoods. 

Noriega’s whereabouts were 
unknown and Major Edgardo 
Lopez, bead of the PDF press 
office, said Noriega had received 
warning of the attack. 

“General Noriega is in another 
part of the country and is on top 
of the situation,” Lopez said in an 
interview with a Mexican televi¬ 
sion network. 


IRBID (J.T.) — Deans of Yar¬ 
mouk University faculties orga¬ 
nised a meeting Wednesday to 
discuss implications of the recent 
events which involved clashes 
among various groups at the uni¬ 
versity campus. 

Among the speakers was Dr. 

Khaled AI Omari, dean of die 
Student Affairs Department, who 
appealed for national unity and 
announced that the dashes will 
not deter the university from 
organising ceremonies and other 
reUgious and national celebra¬ 
tions. 

Clashes took place following an 
exhibition organised by the uni¬ 
versity displaying various features 
of the on-going Palestinian in¬ 
tifada. 

Thirteen students were in¬ 
volved in the dashes inside and 
outside the campus. They were ja 
detained and later released. 

The dashes were discussed by 
Parliament last week and a spe- 
rial parliamentary committee was Jk In 
formed to investigate the events. LI I 

The inddent, Omari noted, 
marred the university's image. AM\ 
He said that a committee set up Laboi 
by the university to investigate Coop 
the dashes will pursue its work, couni 
and penalties will be imposed on meeti 
the violators of the university's to di 
laws and regulations. pertai 

Omari announced the creation four 
of a special student committee to 
help maintain order and propose ML 
suggestions that would prevent a Ubeit 
recurrence of such incidents. an ac 
- - on I 

Tawjihi ^ 

J ment 

exams on % 



His Majesty King Hnssein Wednesday receives the credentials of the new Algerian ambassador 

King receives credentials of 6 envoys 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Six newly appointed ambassa¬ 
dors to Jordan Wednesday presented their 
cr ed e ntia ls to His Majesty King Hnssein at sepa¬ 
rate ceremonies held at (he Royal Court in the 
presence of senior court officials. The ambassa¬ 
dors were: Mohammad Kharronbi of Algeria, 
Johan BaDegeer of Belgium, Dino Sdolh of 
Switzerland, Francesco Do vale of Portugal, 
Ahmad Abdullah Mohammad of Somalia and 
Ahmad Bafckari $idi Mukhtar Kunteh off Mali. 


Present at the ceremonies were Chief of the Royal 
Court Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, King Hussein’s 
political advisor Adnan Aba Odeh, Chief Cham¬ 
berlain Prince Ra’d Ibn Zeid and Acting Foreign 
Minister and Minister of Information Ibrahim 
Izzeddin. Earlier Wednesday, the ambassadors of 
Portugal, Somalia and Mali handed copies of their 
credentials to Izzeddin as non-resident ambassa¬ 
dors to Jordan. 


ACC labour ministers begin 
third meeting in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ministers of 
Labour in the four-member Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) 
countries opened their third 
meeting in Amman Wednesday 
to discuss social security issues 
pertaining to workers from the 
four ACC countries. 


Dec. 24 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
66,302 students will take the first 
session of the General Secondary 
Certificate Examination, Taw¬ 
jihi, which starts in Jordan Sun¬ 
day, Dec. 24, 1989, according to 
an announcement by the Ministry 
of Education Wednesday. 

It said that the students will be 
sitting for examinations in scien¬ 
tific, literary, commercial, agri¬ 
cultural, hotel management, 
nursing and industrial fields in 
857 examination halls. 

The ministry has made prepa¬ 
rations for teachers to supervise 
the examination session and to 
mark the papers. Normally the 
Ministry of Education organises a 
second examination session for 
Tawjihi students in June each 
year, but as of the 1992/1993 
scholastic year Tawjihi examina¬ 
tions will be taken in one session 
at the end of the scholastic year. 


Minisier of Labour Qaseem 
Ubeidat opened the sessions with 
an address voicing Jordan's call 
on Iraq, North Yemen and 
Egypt, Jordan's partners in the 
ACC, to implement an agree¬ 
ment reached by the four coun¬ 
tries in September. 

Jordan proposes to the ACC 
members to put into force the 
provisions of the agreement 
which calls for organising the 


employment and transportation 
of manpower within the ACC 
states, Ubeidat said. 

The agreement signed by the 
ACC labour ministers in Septem¬ 
ber of this year is, bound to 
contribute positively towards full 
integration of the four countries, 
and fulfil the goals of the ACC 
charter. 

The implementation of the 
agreement, Ubeidat added, will 
be a translation of the directives 
of the ACC heads of state who 
called for increased efforts to 
improve workers' conditions, en¬ 
sure their social security and 
vocational training. 

The ACC heads of state de¬ 
cided on such measures at their 
Alexandria meeting last June, 


and the .Arab labour ministers 
had met to discuss labour affairs 
in Baghdad and Cairo in August 
and October 1989 respectively. 

The minister reviewed in his 
speech the various items on the 
agenda of the two-day meeting, 
referring in particular to the idea 
of setting up a data Rank on the 
labour marker in the ACC stales, 
programmes for training and leg¬ 
islations which cover social secur¬ 
ity for workers. 

Later Wednesday, the minis¬ 
ters and their aides' held the first 
meeting during which they re¬ 
viewed the implementation of the 
meetings and a number of work¬ 
ing papers prepared by technical 
committees. 


Jordan honours charitable societies 


AMMAN (Petra) — Voluntary 
and Charitable Societies in the 
Kingdom were honoured 
Wednesday at a ceremony held 
on the occasion of the Interna¬ 
tional Volunteer Day, an annual 
event organised in Jordan by the 
Ministry of Social Development. 

Minister of Social Develop¬ 
ment Abdul M§jid Sbreideh dis¬ 
tributed awards and shields to the 
heads of the organisations at the 
ceremony, and delivered a 
speech, paying tribute to their 
role in promoting social develop¬ 
ment in Jordan. 

Shreideh also referred to the 
close cooperation between the 
Ministry of Social Development 
and the various organisations to 
carry out different projects be¬ 
nefiting the handicapped and the 
needy. 


He referred in particular to the 
Queen Alia Jordan Social Wel¬ 
fare Fund (QAF) and the Noor 
AI Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
among others as organisations 
that have been instrumental in 
social and voluntary work in fee 
country. 

“The Ministry of Social De¬ 
velopment is in the process of 
issuing a law for the welfare of 
fee handicapped, which will 
hopefully come into force at the 
start of fee neyv year," the minis¬ 
ter noted. 

He said feat the law will pro¬ 
vide equal opportunities for fee 
handicapped people in employ¬ 
ment. 

General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) President 
Abdullah AI Khatib addressed 


fee ceremony, outlining the 
voluntary service in Jordan. 

GUVS “directs attention to the 
needy people and seeks to im¬ 
prove fee living conditions of 
poor sectors of fee society,’* Kha¬ 
tib said. 

He said this work is being 
implemented through fee help of 
450 charitable organisations oper¬ 
ating in fee Kingdom employing 
45,000 volunteers. 

Khatib also presented a review 
of fee GUVS work in various 
regions including vocational 
training programmes and child 
care training courses. 

Another speaker was Fakhr! 
Bilbeisi, president of fee GUVS 
branch in fee Amman Govemo¬ 
rate, who outlined fee branch's 
activities. 


UNDP to train sign language interpreters 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Development Program¬ 
me (UNDP) is undertaking a 
project to train sign language 
interpreters for the deaf in Jor¬ 
dan, and specialists who the orga¬ 
nisation has brought to the King¬ 
dom for fee purpose, say that fee 
project could be initiated as early 
as fee summer of 1990. 

A statement by fee Health 
Ministry here Wednesday said 
feat two specialists from the 
Lamar University, Beaumont, in 
fee American State of Texas, 
have been invited by (UNDP) to 
study the feasibility of initiating 
the training and certification 
programme for sign language in¬ 
terpreters for fee deaf. 

Their visit was coordinated by 
Manal Hamzeh, director of fee 
Health Ministry-affiliated Speech 
and Hearing Centre in Amman. 

Hamzeh said that fee centre 
was encouraged to make fee 
move in view of the success 
achieved by a 15-minute news 
programme on Jordan Televi¬ 
sion. 

January 1990 marks fee first 
anniversary of the weekly prog¬ 
ramme, interpreted for fee deaf 
by Hind Abed Rabbo, the first 
qualified interpreter for the deaf 
in fee country, who presents fee 
programme with the assistance of 
her deaf brother Sabri. 

The programme has been high¬ 
ly successful and was received 
enthusiastically by both hearing 
and deaf viewers, according to 
Hamzeh. 

She said deaf children in Jorda¬ 
nian schools report they are 
watching the sign language 
broadcasts with interest and 
learning more about regional, 
national and international de¬ 
velopments. 

According to the statement fee 
two specialists invited by UNDP 
to Ionian are Dr. Jean Andrews 
and Dr. Robert Monlton who 
train teachers of the deaf at 
Lamar University. 


Both specialists visited the 
National Speech and Hearing 
Centre, AI Raja School for the 
Deaf, Jordan Club for fee Deaf, 
Queen Alia School for fee Deaf, 
Queen Aha Speech and Hearing 
Centre, fee Holy Land Institute 
for die Deaf in Salt, and AJ Amal 
School for the Deaf at 
Qweismeh. 

They have spent many hours 
interacting wife speech patholog¬ 
ists, audiologists, teachers and 
administrators at the schools for 
fee deaf, deaf adults, deaf chil¬ 
dren and parents of deaf children, 
discussing education and rehabi¬ 
litation services in Jordan. 


Dr. Andrews has recently pub¬ 
lished a textbook, fee Psychology 
of Deafness-with fee psycholog¬ 
ist, Dr. McCay Vernon who is 
internationally recognised for his 
work in mental illness, psycho¬ 
diagnostics, test development and 
neuropsychology with deaf and 
hard-of-hearing persons. 

She said feat the research of 
Dr. Vernon and others indicate 
feat intelligence in fee deaf 
population is normally distri¬ 
buted. 

Andrews said that sign lan¬ 
guage is a highly developed and 
complex linguistic system. “One 
only needs to spend 15 minutes 


with a deaf adult at fee Jordan 
Deaf Club, or a student at one of 
fee schools for fee deaf; and with 
the aid of an interpreter, fluent in 
Jordanian sign language, one 
quickly realises that many deaf 
people have the same intelligence 
ambitions, curiosity and desire 
like other normal people,” 
Andrews added. 

Dr. moulton, who has already 
initiated and established sign lan¬ 
guage deaf education programmes 
in China. Central America and 


Mexico, said he hopes feat fee 
UNDP-sponsored training prog¬ 
ramme for sign language inter¬ 
preters can be initiated here in 
fee summer of 1990. He re¬ 
ported feat there are individual 
wife signing skills already in Am¬ 
man who, he said, can benefit 
from additional training in the 
procedures and ethics of inter¬ 
preting as well as receiving in¬ 
formation about the psychology 
and scoio-linguistic consideration 
of fee adult deaf community. 
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing 

Government Tenders Directorate 
Invitation for Tender No. 

51 /89/Central 

The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
issues Addendum No. 1 to Tender No. 51/89/Central 
(request for proposals for upgrading and expansion of As 
Samra Waste Stabilisation Pond System). 

ADDENDUM NO. 1 

The qualification of the Jordanian engineering consultant 
outlined in lines 10,11,12 and 13 of page 1 of the RFP is 
changed to read as in para 1 and 2 below: 

1. "The qualifications of the Jordanian consultant shall 
include being listed as grade (company) in the fields of 
water and sewerage, electrical, mechanical, roads and 
structural projects by the Jordanian Engineers Asso¬ 
ciation. If a Jordanian consulting company lacks any of 
these specialisations, it can form a joint venture with 
another listed Jordanian consulting company to cover 
all required specialisations." 

2. The delivery date of the proposals outlined in page 3 of 
the RFP is postponed to not later than 13:30 Wednes¬ 
day, Feb. 7, 1990. 

3. Interested Jordanian consultants are requested to 
advise their U.S. associates of this addendum. 

Dlrector/Govemment Tenders Directorate 
Chairman of the Central Tenders Committee 
Eng. Salem Qudah_ 
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Winning people’s 
hearts 


THE government’s plan of action, as presented to Parlia¬ 
ment by Prime Minister Mndar Badran Tuesday, shows 
beyond any shadow of doubt that the prime minister and his 
government have reacted most positively to the contempor¬ 
ary concerns of the people of Jordan and reciprocated most 
favourably their aspirations and hopes. A Cast glance at 
Prime Minister Badran’s outline of his government’s 
policies and priorities would readily reveal that he intends to 
extend a hand of cooperation to the newly elected Parlia¬ 
ment and win its vote of confidence on the basis off his 
assured sympathy with and understanding of people’s 
agonies and sentiments. By and large Badran’s programme 
gives a lion’s share to domestic ailm ents and sufferings. 
That is exactly what the people of the Kingdom have in mind 
in view of the multitude of hardships that they bad to 
encounter in recent times whether economic or political. 
Suffice to recall that Prime Minister Badran has responded 
most positively and favourably to His Majesty King 
Hussein's directives and populist yearning for an end to the 
martial law regime in the country. While jurists may debate 
the fall legal meaning and implications of the decision to 
“freeze” the application of martial law as distinguished 
from abrogating it, there is no doubt that the government is 
set on lifting martial law completely from Jordan’s legal 
books in the most thorough legal manner possible, and in 
the shortest possible time. The prime minister deserves to be 
gmngratnlatf d on his bold decision r egarding this mafter and 
for the extent that he is prepared to go to in eliminating the 
consequences of the application of martial law during the 
past years. 

Equally important are the prime minister’s appreciation 
and understanding of the concern of all citizens about 
conniption, especially in the public sector, and the rectifica¬ 
tion of past abuses of antbority* In tins vein the govern¬ 
ment’s determination to pursue with vigour all past 
Omissions or commissions that led to the near collapse of the 
country’s economy is just music in the ears of the people. 
There has always been a general feeling that there were 
some people who milked the country dry over the past years 
and now is the time to ask questions and make those people 
accountable. 

One can go on and on delineating the many safient 
features of the prime minister’s policy statement. They 
include assurances on the freedom of the press; amendment 
or even cancellation of all legislations that are in conflict 
with the new spirit of liberalisation in the country; the 
on-going articulation of tbe National Pact on the basis of 
which political parties win be established; the investigation 
and elimination in due coarse of poverty from tbe ranks of 
Jordanians, to give only a few examples. What is perhaps 
more important and relevant is tbe spirit with which tbe 
government intends to pursue its goals. What shines out 
most brilliantiy is the prime minis ter’s desire to avoid 
confrontation with Parliament and to substitute that with 
meaningful dialogue and cooperation. For many Jorda¬ 
nians, Mudar Badran has already won tbe vote confidence 
because be has already won their hearts. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday discussed tbe policy statement of 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran as presented to Parliament on 
Tuesday to win a vote of confidence. The paper described tbe 
statement as comprehensive, covering all issues of concern to the 
public and dearly indicating that the government is determined to 
carry out a reform programme designed to restore democracy in 
the true sense of tbe word. The statement, read out to the 
deputies by Prime Minister Mudar Badran, did not only dwell on 
questions of interest to Parliament and the citizens of Jordan but 
rather dealt with issues that were believed by many as not yet ripe 
for discussion, tbe paper noted. It said that there is no 
exaggeration in saying that the new government has now set the 
stage for a long and intensive work aimed at continuing the task 
begun by the former Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
achieving the noble objectives in which the Jordanian people 
believe. Since the government is genuinely oriented towards 
carrying out reform and enhancing the democratic and parliamen¬ 
tary life, the paper said, the Jordanian people ought to respond 
favourably and undertake responsible action to help the govern¬ 
ment shoulder its heavy duty on all fronts. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily on Wednesday urged the 
Arab countries in general and the members of the Arab 
Cooperation Council in particular to follow the example of the 
European nations in their march towards achieving unity by the 
end of 1992. Fahd AI Fanek draws attention to the fact that the 
Europeans who initiated their economic cooperation in 1957, 
could not take a derision to fully integrate their countries before 
1985, and made it clear that this process would not be possible to 
complete before the lapse of at least seven years. The writer also 
notes that the European countries unified their systems and 
regulations; and liberated themselves from restrictions in a slow 
and carefully planned stages. He says that over the past years, the 
heads of European governments raced numerous problems, but 
had been able to resolve many of diem one by one, thus paving 
die ground for the full integration in the coming decade. Fahd 
Fanek criticises the contents of working papers prepared by the 
Arab Cooperation Council which propose immediate action 
leading to unity among Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and North Yemen. 
He says that the Arabs ought to take a lesson from the Europeans 
and take ample time to prepare for their unity. 


AI Dustour daily newspaper hailed the policy statement of die 
government of Prime Minister Mudar Badran, referring in 
particular to its derision to freeze martial law prior to its final 
cancellation. This announcement made to Parliament by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran is a very welcome step, long expected by 
die people of Jordan. 


Campaigning for human rights in the Arab World 


By lies! Graz 


“THE CONCEPT of human 
rights is a degenerate. Western 
imperialist notion,” a Middle 
Eastern delegate thundered in a 
United Nations commission in 
Geneva a few years ago. Since 
then, for most Middle Eastern 
countries the rhetoric has 
changed; but with a few sinning 
exceptions the reality has not. 
Take the difficulties faced by the 
Arab Organisation for Human 
Rights (AOHR) in trying to do its 
modest hit. No Arab country 
would allow it to hold its first 
general assemblies on its soil; 
now Tunisia has accepted the 
next assembly to be held in 
March 1990. The last one was in 
Sudan, but that, as AOHR's 
president, Adib al-Jadir, put it 
wistfully, “was before last July’s 
coup.” Recognition as an official 
observer organisation at the Un¬ 
ited Nations came, without much 
help or enthusiasm on the part of 
Arab governments, this year — 
after previous attempts were 
blocked. 

■ AOHR headquarters are 
ostensibly in Cairo, but they have 


no official status; tbe secretary- 
genera], Muhammad Faiq, is 
usually there but a second office 
has been established in Geneva, 
closer to the United Nations 
bodies concerned with human 
rights. Just as important is the 
foet that it exists, with duplicates 
of all the documents, ready to 
carry on, just in case... 

AOHR grew out of a meeting 
of 100 Arab intellectuals called by 
die respectable Arab Centre for 
Unity Studies in 1983. “The 
point," as Mr al-Jadir, now presi¬ 
dent of AOHR, puts it,” was to 
see what had gone wrong with the 
dreams of the decades before.” 
Another Arab observer, who pre¬ 
fers to remain anonymous, wiryly 
notes, “that was the first act of 
courage, because Arab meetings 
are more prone to self satisfaction 
or self delusion than to looking at 
their own failings. The Israeli 
scapegoat was only too handy for 
explaining why revolutions didn't 
work, and blaming the legacy of 
mlmrialfrom was becoming a slightly 
worn excuse for why an inordin¬ 
ate number of the sovereign Arab 
countries ignored most of the dvil 
rights of their own citizens.” 


That meeting, held in Cyprus 
because no Arab capital would 
have it, decided that talking ab¬ 
out democracy in the Arab World 
was pointless without first doing 
something about human rights. 
Many brave people signed the' 
first manifesto; tbe only ones who 
were excused from doing so, as 
be ing in a situation too dangerous 
for themselves and for their fami¬ 
lies, were the Iraqis present 


that His Majesty King Hussein 
and IBs Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan have assured him 
that the Jordanian branch will 
soon have legal status. 


A movement of exiles 
Not surprisingly, many of the 
active members of the AOHR are 
or have been political exiles: Ira¬ 
qis form the largest contingent, 
along with Syrians, Libyans, 
Bahrainis and others. Not all hu¬ 
man rights activists have to work 
abroad. Several Arab countries 
have more or less officially 
accepted branches of the AOHR: 
Algeria (after the riots of last 
October), Morocco, Tunisia, 
Sudan (until it was dissolved last 
July). Some tolerate them with¬ 
out giving official status; Jordan, 
Kuwait and Yemen each have 
over 100 members of the orga¬ 
nisation and Mr. Al-Jadir says 


The AOHR, like other human 
rights organisations, has a two- 
pro aged programme: gathering and 

rHcg^minati ng info rmation on hu¬ 
man rights violations and defend¬ 
ing people who are detained. Its 

information gathering is compli¬ 
cated on die one hand by the fact 
♦hat many people are afraid to 
come to it with details and on the 
other by the irresponsible atti¬ 
tude of some political opposition 
^groups who give, if anything, too 
many details—not always paying 
attention to corroboration of 
facts. That is perhaps their role, 
but they often have difficulty 
accepting that AOHR refuses tp 
publish or publicise any unveri¬ 
fied information. AOHR is not a 
political party, not affiliated to 
any party or tendency (in some 
countries, notably Kuwait, it has 
members across the political 
spectrum, from leftists to fun¬ 
damentalists). 

Financially, it lives entirely on 


subscriptions and donations from 
private individuals. The annual 
budget of $150,000 is deariy in¬ 
adequate but it feels it cannot 
accept support from any gov¬ 
ernmental sources. In that, it is 
even more independent than the 
Arab Lawyers’ Union, with 
which it quite often cooperates. 

On the credit side 


AOHR believes in giving credit 
where credit is doe. Its report for 
1988 awards some points, among 
others, to Algeria. Tunisia, 
Mauritania — for giving the Hu¬ 
man Rights League permission to 
bold die first Maghreb confer¬ 
ence on human rights — and 
Libya, for having released hun¬ 
dreds of political prisoners and 
allowing its citizens to travel 
abroad. 

Libya provides a good example 
of what the AOHR is all about. 
Its overall human rights record 
has been deplorable — althou g h 
not as systematically so as that of, 
for example. Iraq and Syria. Now 
a “Green charter on human 
rights” has been published and a 
Libyan human rights organisation 
asked to become a branch of 


AOHR. The answer was that die 
charter was not bad as for it went, 
but still used authoritarian lan¬ 
guage and did notgiveenoBgh 
guarantees. Tbe-branch was told - 
to work as an autonomous orga¬ 
nisation — and then, when it 
proved that it could work freely 
and investigate complaints inde¬ 
pendently, with its members ha- 
harassed, tbe request for admis¬ 
sion would be reviewed. 

Some AOHR members haw 
problems In Kuwait, Dr. Suad 
Al-Sabab, poet, writer, member, 
of. the ruling famil y and of the 
AOHR executive committee, was 
placed under a press and broad¬ 
casting ban. Some of AOHR's. 
50,000 subscription paying mem¬ 
bers and most offits major donors 
insist on anonymity. Mr. Al-7 
Jadir, who has not returned to 
Iraq since his release from prison 
in1969, is stil basically an optim¬ 
ist. Now a retired international 
dvil servant, be says he has ho 
fear for bis personnel safety, but 
that it would be nice to be able to . 
say. the same for all those who 
want to speak out about the Arab 
World — Middle East Interna¬ 
tional, London. 


Chinese exiles 
work to keep 
democracy 
movement alive 


By Kathy Wflhdm 

The Associated Press 


SOMERVILLE, Massachusetts 
— Six months ago, Chinese stu¬ 
dents around the world rallied by 
thousands and hastily formed aid 
committees after the bloody 
nrihtaiy crackdown on demon¬ 
strating classmates in Peking. 

Today, foreign interest in their 
cause has waned, donations have 
fallen off and internal bickering 
over personalities and policy has 
hurt their credibility. 

The exiled students watch wist¬ 
fully as movements of tbe people 
sweep Eastern Europe's Com¬ 
munist parties from power and 
overshadow China's continuing 
crackdown. 

Nonetheless, a core of activists, 
led by students who survived tbe 
June 3-4 violence in Peking are 
patting colle ge and careers on 
bold, and exposing themselves 
and their families to political re¬ 
tribution to organise a long-term 
fight for democracy from exile. 

“It is our duty to speak before 
the hole world: Chinese people 
are suffering,” said Li Lu, 23, one 
of only two students who escaped 
in June while on die Chinese 


From dozens of makeshift 
offices and homes across the Un¬ 
ited States and abroad, other 
exile groups also churn out news 
releases *nd manifestos deman¬ 
ding democracy and smuggle 
anti-government materials into 

fhinii 

A week ago, their goal of 
persuading foreign governments 
to pressure China on human 
rights was dealt a blow by the trip 
to Peking of U.S. national secur¬ 
ity adviser Bren Scowaoft, De¬ 
puty Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagleburger and a White House 
aide, the first high-level Amer- • 
ican officials to visit since the 
killing* jn June. U.S. officials said 
the visit was meant to mend 
strained ties between the two 
g ov e rnm ents. 

But even before Scowcroft's 
visit, many activists said they 
were disappointed by tbe official 
American stance. The U.S. con¬ 
sulate in Hong Kong refused visas 
to many fleeing Chinese dissi¬ 
dents. U.S. President George 
Bush has vetoed bills that tried to 


widen sanctions against Oiina 
and allow students to remain in 
the United States indefinitely. 

Next to their visa status. 
financin g is the main worry of the 
Chinese groups, which share a 
scruffy, penny-pinched look. 

The China Information Centre 
is one of tbe better housed, in a 
two-storey frame house provided 
by an ecumenical religions group. 
It pays rent when it can. 

The Independent Federation of 
Chinese Students and Scholars, 
based in Washington, was formed 
by Chine se student groups on a 
number of campuses around the 
country. In Chicago, six Chinese 
students tape daily half-hour 
programmes of news and com¬ 
mentary that are broadcast into 
China on shifting frequencies as 
“the Voice of June 4.” 

The movement's only news¬ 
paper to date is tbe Press Free¬ 
dom Herald in Los Angeles. Yan 
Zhongmei, a Chinese visiting 
scholar in Tokyo, has started a 
magazine. Democratic China. 


Spiritual grandfather to all tbe 
groups is the Chinese Affiance for 
Democracy, formed Severn years 
ago by a Chinese student defec¬ 
tor. From a small apartment in 
New York City, the affiance pub¬ 
lishes tbe an fi- fkimmnirijcf maga¬ 
zine China Spring. 

The alliance offers a sobering 
example to newcomers: Although 
it has found steady if sparse finan¬ 
cial support and survived bitter 
internal splits, it can claim to 
have influenced only small groups 
of urban Chinese, despite efforts 
of underground members in 
China. 


Rules changing fast for 
Czechoslovak journalists 


By Sydney Rubin 

The Associated Press 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia — 
For Czechoslovak journalists, the 
whirlwind revolution of the past 
month has set them free from the 
dictates of ideology but left diem 
grappling with the constraints of 
the marketplace. 

“What we need is an editor 
who is a humanist, a visionary, a 
person with a dear moral point of 
view. But we also want someone 
who is hardworking and aggres¬ 
sive, a manager who knows how 
to get us a new printing press,” 
said Michal Horacek, a reporter 
on the mass circulation weekly 
Mlady Svet and a member of the 
opposition Civic Forum. 

Among the first acts of the new 
opposition-approved government 
sworn in Dec. 9 was the firing of 
the official state censor. On Mon¬ 
day, reporters at Mlady Svet who 
were required by unwritten rule 
to be Communist party members, 
celebrated the new government 
by destroying their membership 
cards. ■ 

Even tbe Communist party 
dailies Rode Pravo and Pravda 
now cany news. Each day’s pages 
offer reports on formerly taboo 


subjects such as tbe secret police 
and corruption in the highest 
party cirdes. 

Ifs a big change from only a 
month ago when editors made 
weekly visits to the Communist 
party press office to hear about 
the previous week’s “errors” and 
receive “advice” that was passed 
along to the staff. 

Offensive passages were de¬ 
leted, offensive publications con¬ 
fiscated before they hit the street 
and journalists who operated too 
far from the party line, especially 
those in die underground press, 
could wind up behind bars. 

“The people of this country 
were (rained to read between the 
lines,” said Horacek, whose col¬ 
umn “Letters of Love and Hate” 
was addressed to dead heroes but 
with a political message that was 
dedr to Czechoslovak cognos¬ 
centi. 


written word both carried enor- 
tnous weight in the battle for 
readers’ minds. 

Now, the rules have changed.. 

“What was only suggested be-. . 
fore can now be said, and this"' 
means we have to be more acaF 
rate, more tolerant and we have 
to learn to compete in die mar- * 
ketplace,” said Lubos Bemaka, 
Horacek's colleague, who wrote 
121 pages for his newspaper on 
tiie pro-democracy demonstra¬ 
tions that began Nov. 17. 

“We are quite in the dark- 
about what-we are.going to be,’-’.: 
he said. 

Whatever it is, newspaper 
staffs.will have to decide quickly 
since state subsidies in a (femo-_ 
■cratic system wfll disappear. 

Reporters throughout Prague, ' 
exhausted by the non-stop cover- - 
age of fast-breaking events' but 
exhilarated by new opportunities. 
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■ When information‘was strictly -' 1 are spending much time in meet- 
controlled, every text had a sub- Ings discussing their fate. 


word a hidden 


text, every 
meaning. 

In tins way, the traditionally 
important role of writers and 
other intellectuals in Eastern 
Europe was enhanced. Cultural 
variety substituted for political 
plurality, and the censor and tbe 


‘We can be bought by (jour^ 
nalism magnates) Robert Max¬ 
well or Rupert Murdoch now,” - 
Horacek said; • “Anything can-. -. 
happen. Bat, above all, we want 
to be independent And now we. 
arc asking, would we be indepen- - 
dent in Mr. Murdoch's world?” ■ 
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government's most-wanted list of 
21 students. He now studies eco¬ 
nomics at Columbia University in 
New York City but says bis career 
will be fighting for human rights 
in China. 


“I feel deeply guilty,” said Li, 
pressing his hand to his heart. His 
wife, whom be married amid the 
bright Rodent banners carried by 
protesters gathered at Tiananmen 


Square, remains in China. 

In world history, exile groups 
have a poor record of achieving 
change at home. Prospects are 
especially bleak for the exiles 
from China, where many of the 
1.1 billion people are semi-liter¬ 
ate peasants with little awareness 
of events abroad. 

“What we do here is limited,” 
acknowledged An Wei, who 
came from Peking to study and 
now works part-time at the China 
Information Centre in the Boston 
suburb of Newton. The centre 
was set up in May to get news 
about Chinese political develop¬ 
ments into and out of China. 

“Any change (in China) will 
have to happen from within. But 
external pressure can have an 
impact," he said. “If we send in 
100 faxes and only 10 get into the 
bands of concerned people, that 
will help ” 

Results may be slow in coming, 
said 21-year-old Wu’er Kairi, the 
other key student leader to 
escape. He is studying at Har¬ 
vard. 

“We must wait for a good 
opportunity. It could be Deng 
Xiaoping’s death or another stu¬ 
dent nmovement or changes in 
die xmllitaiy," be said. “When it 
comes, we have to be ready... to 
return in a minute to China and 
play a rule.” 

Wu’er is one of tbe leaders of 
the Front for a Democratic Chi- 
Da, founded in Paris in Septem¬ 
ber and die most prominent of 
die overseas Chinese activist 
groups. 

In an underheated apartment 
in an agjng frame house in Some- 
rviHe, just outside Boston, Wu’er 
and fellow Chinese students run 
the front’s main U.S. office. They 
write speeches for ins frequent 
public appearances, lobby for 
foreign sanctions against China 
and plot to spirit other dissidents 
out. 


A more active role 
for non-alignment 


The following interview with Dr. Esmat Abdul Megttid, deputy 
prime minister and minister of foreign affairs of Egypt is reprinted 
from tbe Belgrade-based Review of International Affairs. 


Question: How do you assess tbe 
present situation in tbe world, a 
decisive characteristic of which is 
tbe process of understanding 
among tbe great powers? 
Answer. We consider recent in¬ 
ternational developments espe¬ 
cially superpower rapprochement 
and settlement of several regional 
issues as positive and welcome. 
Egypt, together with Yugoslavia, 
and India have dedicated their 
efforts since the Brioni Confer¬ 
ence of 1956 towards the achieve¬ 
ment of world peace through 
detente and a just settlement of 
regional conflicts. This has hence 
become a main objective of the 
Movement of Non-Aligned 
States. The success of that pro¬ 
cess is in itself a vindication of the 
principles and policy of non- 
alignment. 

Two aspects in these develop¬ 
ments do, however, necessitate 
vigilance. The first is the fact that 
role of tiie developing countries 
especially within tbe Non-Align¬ 
ment Movement vis-a-vis these 
developments has been marginal. 
The second is the fact that tbe 
positive impact of these develop¬ 
ments did not encompass the 
deteriorating economic situation 
especially in the developing coun¬ 
tries. We feel that, for detente to 
be solid and enduring, it should 
involve Third World countries 
and should encompass all issues 
of potential impact on world 
peace and stability. This definite¬ 
ly includes social and economic 
problems. Participation in the 
emerging evolution of interna¬ 
tional relations should therefore 
be a main goal of the Non- 
Alignment Movement in the near 
future. The movement, compris¬ 
ing more than two thirs of tbe 
world’s community of nations, is 
by right entitled and capable of 
playing a more active role in tiie 
ensuring developments. 
Question: What is your opinion 
on the state of international eco¬ 


nomic relations and, in particu¬ 
lar. on the position of the de¬ 
veloping countries and on the 
problems they confront, such as 
tbe debt problem and others? 
Answer: There is a general con¬ 
sensus within the movement that 
economic issues are acquiring in¬ 
creasing importance and that 
problems of economic develop¬ 
ment bead the priority consensus 
of its countries. In tius field, we 
offer the following suggestions: 

(1) NAM should consolidate its 
two-tier approach to this issue — 
first through the strengthening of 
collective self-reliance by con¬ 
crete steps in the direction of 
enhanced South-South coopera¬ 
tion. There is need to review the 
Action Programme for Economic 
Cooperation to increase its effec¬ 
tiveness. The example of tiie 
Egyptian — Yugoslav — Indian 
tripartite cooperation is a model 
in this regard. 


The Second approach is to 
reactivate and revitalise North- 
South cooperation, adjusting to 
changes anticipated with the 
evolution in 1992 of the Euro¬ 
pean unified market. This process 
should be based on open dia¬ 
logue, mutuality of interests, and 
a constructive equitable attempt 
at solving all interrelated issues of 
money, finance, trade, debt and 
development The four-nation in¬ 
itiative of Egypt, India, Senegal 
and Venezuela railing for a high 
level meeting of developin g coun¬ 
tries on economic issues offers, in 
our view, a practical approach to 
the revitalisations of North-South 
dialogue. 

(2) Science and technology, 
should henceforth figure high in 
the interest of tiie movement. 
Transfer of technology, especially 
from the developed countries has 
acquired great importance for en¬ 
suring rapid economic develop¬ 
ment 

(3) Increased focus on issues 


related to the protection of the 
environment. 

Question: In tbe process of tbe 
conversion of tbe world from a 
bipolar to a multipolar one, tbe 
circumstances in which tbe move¬ 
ment of non-alignment operates 
are changing as well. What, do 
you think, should be done to 
ensure that tbe movement of non- 
alignment performs its tasks and 
pursues its goals more effectively 
in tbe days to come? 

Answer: Recent international de¬ 
velopments offer new opportuni¬ 
ties for the Non-Alignment 
Movement. They also confront it 
with new challenges. To start 
with, tbe principles of non-align¬ 
ment remain as valid and relevant 
in the rapidly changing world 
scene. The movement should, 
however, adjust and adapt to 
these changes through an evolu¬ 
tion of its methods of action and 
overall perceptions of interna¬ 
tional centres qfpolitical or eco¬ 
nomic power. This can only be 
achieved more effectively 
through dialogue with all group¬ 
ing and key factors on tire inter¬ 
national scene based on a recog¬ 
nition of tbe increasing inter¬ 
dependence of interests. 

Tbe main cask facing the move¬ 
ment now is how to ensure for 
itself a worthy role, as a repre¬ 
sentative of more than two thirds 
of tbe world population, in the 
shaping of events guaranteeing 
tbe interests of its member states. 
This could be achieved through 
more dynamism in its methods of 
work by offering practical and 
action-oriented initiatives. It 
should also free itself from the 
same cumbersome and lengthy 
documentation. Priorities have to 
be reviewed and coordination 
must be enhanced. 

We, in Egypt, folly summit 
Yugoslavia in its dedicated efforts 
to revitalise and remvigorate the 
movement. We have great confi¬ 
dence in the ability of NAM 
under the chairmanship of your 
great country to give a fresh 
impetus ami a new sense of pur¬ 
pose to the movement to meet 
tbe challenges ahead. 


OPEN FORUM 


A bird’s eye view 


IT IS httensting, sometimes funny, at times strange, and 
occasionally sad, what one notic es ar ound tbe city; things ; Bttk 
things realty, that often go unnoticed, or are taken for granted. 
Tbe Est can go on and on. Let f s look around and see wbat cariosity 
can lead os to. 

— Have you noticed that at dawarma stands a ftat spoon b 
being used to spread tahini sauce into tbe sandwich? It defbdtety 
makes a smaU bowl of the ah-eady thinned out stuff go a long way! 

— Pve heard of people going out very early in tbe morning to . 
buy a newspaper , but it is emty lately that I've noticed a new 
phenomenon in Amman. Tomorrow's newspaper at S pm today! 
ThcdeadUne for reporters must be arotmd 2 pm. They either think 
that nothing happens in tbe country, or tbe world for that matter, 
in tbe afternoon, or that this newspaper’s reporters and editors can 
see into tbe /stare/ 

—Did yon know that Queen Alia International Airport breaBy 
unique? Don't misunderstand me; I love to By in and out of QAIA 
because l think it bone of tbe fastest airports in tbe world, hb tbe 
only airport that 1 am aware of where I can be home within less 

than one boor of tbe airplane touching down on tbe runway. Jt b 
also, unfortunately, the only airport that I know of that does not 
have some kind of a cafeteria where anyone aw siting tbe arrival of 
a Bight can rest and perhaps have a cup of coffee. - 

—- Now that Christmas is upon ns, we can expect att those 
Christmas letters in computer printout form. 

— Being rich b no longer a sin — these days it is a nurade.- 

— A minister bad a nightmare recently—he dreamt that all the 
money be was going to spend was Ids! 

— If God wanted us to pay income tax, be would have made mb 
intelligent enough to Gil out the forms. 

— With tbe recent rise in prices we bare Enalty achieved trie . 
democrat#. For tbe first time In history, luxuries and necessities 
are sdfiqg at tbe same price. 

~ ^s a car is worth at least ten human Eves. If war 
don t beEere it, check your car insurance policy 

—to some cowitrhsa “government employee ”* cafkda u dvtt- 
wrvant". I wonder why? 
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— It a so annoying when people caff on tbe teknbone von 
answer, and tbe first thing they say b: tf Who is Ofe?” omSt 


times of saying ••Who do you wish to talk ta?”rvefcitEke 

saying It's none af yoar business ^ 

-- Rece ntly, people have become so dependent on their 
edadators that It seems most have become ina^b^ot^J^- 
ariUuBeiic Problems witbSfi%ne, Dome war 
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§|The story of one Palestinian 


1 Susan Qaddoumi interviews an exiled Palesti- 
nian in Cairo to find out why he was expelled. 


^■^ABDULLAH ABU SAMHA- 
!, evj ew ‘J ^oaNEH, alias Abu lyad, 39. was 
’ toenC^ i njonbcr°foneofthepro-Fateta 
i^aitr* Popular committees in Gaza, now 
^rh^Mpiified vote* thc leadership of 
mi|y ■ ^th* General Command. A 
e £** if ioflieinaiics professor at the Isla- 
prefc Umver^y, be was tortnred 

'toe « feby the Israeli Defence Forces for 
ion [J .^ftfburmonths, was imprisoned for 
ibPVfcw years, and then expelled, 
vmjh ^^'Satnhadaneh was charged with 


''mitt ^SamnaoBncu »«> wiu 

'qoi Pleading ^ Movement in 
'easf L^ Caza* ficanong popular conmrit- 
J^nSkiecs, and possessing grenades. 
reri^^tiOn Jan- 1, 1989 he was taken 
.v: a %D^’{ rOT n his Rafab home and trans- 
^ I* t notted. by heiicopter to the sooth 
D ; ^ of Lebanon. After a short spell in 
lr !Ce In 1 Sidon he made his way to Algiers, 
? K Tonis and finally Cairo, where he 
I v’to^is presently working with the 
e East (^Palestinian Embassy. Samha- 

__ flime h was separated from his 

and six children for five 
« months until June, when, with 
(he help of the Egyptian Ambas¬ 
sador to Israel, and various Arab 
members of the Knesset they 
were finally allowed leave. The 
Crp ironic thing that none of the 
Cj tu Israeli allegations are true. 

u Let’s start with the most ob¬ 
vious question: Why were yon 
opefied? 

- Simply because Pm Palesti- 
4 cam*j thw- the ok! days especially 
i LhTk? 5 during Hitter's time, the Jews 
^ used to say “Kashay la Yahood 
t Itav ^Yob-dee. 1 * 0* ** difficuit to be a 


Jew.) Now we say it’s difficult to 
be a Palestinian. 

Out of two million Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza, why 
dkl the Israelis depart yon? 

Someone else's word was 
enough. It’s called Tameer's 
Law.’ On the basis of a confes¬ 
sion alone, that of an officer or 
someone who has been arrested, 
they can sentence you. In my case 
ft was the brother of a colleague 
who went to Lebanon, and when 
be returned to Gaza and was 
arrested be said that I was the 
Fateh officer there. That was the 
reason for my expulsion. On the 
occasion of my imprisonment in 
1984, someone was arrested who 
led a military uprising in Jabalya. 
Grenades were found and during 
interrogation be said I was their 
commander and supplier. 

There most be some truth to ail 
of this. 

People involved with the co¬ 
ordination of the General Com¬ 
mand were my friend and col¬ 
leagues. All people living under 
the occupation were co-operating 
with each other and fighting 
together Fateh, H amas , Hawat- 
meh, Islamic Jihad...yes, they 
have some relationship with me 
but I was not a leader of Fateh. I 
was just a man living day to day 
under the occupation. 

Near the time of you* deporta¬ 
tion various members of the Ma¬ 
mie Jihad were expelled from 


Gaza, for example Dr. Fathi 
SUcaggi, Sbe&h Abdel Aziz Odi, 
Ahmad Mahannefa Moham¬ 
mad Abu Samra. What is your 
cosnectlon with them? 

Inside the occupied territories 
we were tied by fr iendshi p, parti¬ 
cularly in the beginning. Some 
lectured at the Islamic University 
with me ... but alter that when 
they became a real organisation 
in 1986 or 1987,1 was in prison. 
Some of them were jailed along 
with me. 

A few years ago the Iriamk 
Jihad was successful In scoring a 
number- of weapons coops off the 
'Gaza coast Do they sell any of 
these to Fateo? 

The Islamic Jihad is a secret 
organisation. They work inde¬ 
pendently and don’t share 
weapons. 

During my last trip to Gaza I 
was told that it is possible to buy 
weapons from Israeli soldiers. 

There have been many success¬ 
ful attempts to buy weapons from 
Israeli soldiers. They may sell for 
hashish or cocaine...many of 
them were ready to sell their 
weapons or to steal from their 
camps. They sold to anyone who 
would pay. 

Is this special group or network 
of soldiers is a general... General 
corruption. Most Palestinian 
weapons of the last seven or eight 
years are Israeli weapons. 

You were in prison when the 
intifada broke out. What was 
your reaction? 

The intifada was not a sudden 
event. It was a sudden event for 


those people who are not within 
the occupied territories. We, 
especially chose of us within its 
infrastructure were planning for 
such a date. The timing was early 
however. There had been clashes 
and waves in October, Novem¬ 
ber, and December of 1987. We 
were expecting the intifada to 
begin inclusively on the first of 
January, on the anniversary of 
the establishment of the Fateh 
Movement in 1965. The lorry 
incident of Dec. 8, served as the 
intifada's early catalyst. 

What is the origin of the in- 
tjfhda ? 

The intifada started in the 
early 1980*s as a network of cells. 
We had a small intifada in Gaza 
in 1982, but our infrastructure 
was not strong, and we didn't 
have a unified leadership. We 
benefited by the experience 
however, and learned that the 
idea was to build a frame of 
people tied together and undeT 
order of the revolution. 

Some say the intifada saved 
Yasser Arafat and the PLO from 
extinction. Abu Ammar is a great 
leader who passed through many 
obstacles... the Jordon massacres 
in 1970, Tel Zatar in 1976, Sabra 
and Shatila in 1982, and Tripoli in 
1983. Many thought 1982 would 
be the end. The PLO made the 
intifada, it was not the intifada 
which made the PLO. The intifa¬ 
da is a stream that pushed the 
PLO forward. In October (of 
1987) on Monte Carlo Radio he 
said “wave after wave will con¬ 
tinue," meaning that one day the 
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Abdullah Abu Samhadaneh and his family at his home in 

intifada would be inclusive for all . 

people. 

What Is your prognosis for the 
intifada? 

It will continue until the estab¬ 
lishment of a Palestinian state... 
at least the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, with some line joining 
them. 

Is this enough? 

It is enough to have a Palesti¬ 
nian passport, I.D. card, and 
airport to transfer from when 
going to other countries, but first 
we need land...The Palestinian 
revolution has even asked for an 
identification card for Palesti¬ 
nians. We are expecting the fu¬ 
ture will give us self-determina¬ 
tion and the establishment of a 

state, the rights of all the people _ _ _ 

in the world. 88.00 %.00 
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the masterpiece of an Egyptian inventor 
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'*» By Katia Sabet 
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l' ' CAIRO — In his kingdom, the 
‘ water of the marshes seems to 
mekl with the sky, offering refuge 
l> : to wiki birds and huge water 

oaeodtE-jjjjg^ Once past the gates, the 
® e :. 19 3? viator is transported into ancient 
■■ Egypt with young people dressed 

t accordingly doing the work their 
• non-ssyr ancestors used to do, watched by 
Jong che; hieratic statues of die gods. 

oppmz Heretbe creator is 7£Ppear-ok! 
ct limess Hassanr 1 Ragab. Under his gni- 
jbeir tit dance our boat slides between 
nought fcc thickets of papyrus and weeping 
s) Retail willows, along canals which are 
Murdodathe playground of wild ducks. In 
"Anuta ■ a sodden, rash of wings, a flight of 
cm ail. *s water hens scatters. Ragab looks 
nt. And if around as if marveling for die 
J n; be first time at the oasis he per- 
rdodi's fected. A smile of pride crinkles a 

_lace tanned by years of work in 

-'.die open. ... 

We land in front of a pharaonic 
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vexed the existence of paper from 
Chinese prisoners in Samarkand, 
they abandoned their papyrus 
technique to adopt the much 
cheaper and simpler method of 
using cellulose pulp. The papyrus 
plants were uprooted and the 
species disappeared. 

Explains Dr. Ragab: “Hist I 
went to Sudan to find Cyprus 
papyrus plants winch I cultivated 
along the Nile next to my home 
— a floating house called 
Dahabeia. After jistooe year I 
had a sizable crop and I could 
start my exp erim ents. Nowhere 
was there any indications on how 
our ancestors (fid ft. Probably 
because it was a state monopoly 
and the secret was jealously 
guarded. Even the famous Ro¬ 
man author Pfine the Ancient 
gave some fantastic explanations 
of tiw process. I did not even 
know what part of the plant was 
used... I decided to go look at the 
old documents written cm papyr- 
are 


aohs’ days?" 

This foray into tourism did not 
come out of the bine: in 1960 after 
leaving the diplomatic corps Dr. 
Ragab had taught at the Tourism 
Institute, and one of the ideas he 
had brought forward was the 
creation of a living museum 
where people in period dress 
would perform every day tasks. 
“I had no way to know that I 
would be the one to implement 
tins project 22 years later,” Dr. 
Ragab recalled with a smile. 

On the papyrus island the 
backdrop was already in [dace. 
What Dr. Ragab did was to (fig 
canals to allow easy access, and to 
build some houses, temples, pi¬ 
geon graineries and workshops. 
Everywhere in this man-made 
garden young men and women 
dressed like their ancestors go 
about their daily work: tiffing, 
threshing wheat, sculpting wood, 


budding small boats using papyr¬ 
us stems, and spinning and weav¬ 
ing linen whose tall stalks sway 
with the wind. 

“We inaugurated the village in 
1984,” Dr. Ragab said, “and we 
are still adding new settings. Ab¬ 
out 1000 visitors come everyday, 
half of them schoolchildren and 
students. 

Dr. Ragab's two business ven¬ 
tures— the Papyrus Institute and 
the Pharaohs’ Village — employ 
about 300 people full-time, while 
artists and calligraphers who de¬ 
corate the papyrus sheets are paid 
by tiie piece. Everything runs 
smoothly and with efficiency. The 
secret for success is simple, 
according to Dr. Ragab: “I just 
Hke to do things that nobody has 
done before.” When a piece of 
equipment does not give him 
satisfaction, he fashions an im¬ 
proved one, for example the solar 


compass he made for the Egyp¬ 
tian army in 1943 and which was 
used for many years. 

Sometimes the instrument he 
needs does not exist, so he in¬ 
vents one, for example a machine 
to repair damaged papyrus sheets 
without leaving any marks. That 
won him the Roiex prize in 1984. 

Since childhood Dr. Ragab has 
seen very different faces of 
Egypt: he remembers well the 
Egypt of the Khedives. 

The problem with trying to get 
Dr. Ragab to talk about the past 
is that be has little interest in it, 
beyond stocking mementos. He is 
fully involved in the present and 
looks to the future for inspira¬ 
tion. Despite being hit hard by 
the death of his wife of 53 years 
about a year ago, he still looks 
ready to tackle anything—World 
News Link. 


On the occasion of the 
Christmas Season 
and the coming of the 
New Year 

Jerusalem Advertising Agency / 
Intermarkets Jordan 
will be sponsoring 

the Evening Show on 
Jordan Radio W.00 FM station 
from 8.00 (pm) till midnight 
on Thursday December 21st 1989. 
This show will be purely 
dedicated to our clients. 

Tune in. enjoy.... 
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For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KA WAR & SONS 
Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 

Shmeisani 

P.O. Box 7KU6 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. NW676. 6046% 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 




PEOPLE WHO NEED 

srffi MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES 

CALL US! 


Electrolux 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TdnntqrbmHabla 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


2=J J&J&nUisiS 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Lunchoons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-Tl.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Open daily 1200 -JS-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wacti Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


Tel. 604671 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG;) 

Professional Quality in I 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film aft 
our shop and ger:- 

• JUMBO' phott* 

size 30% larger |. 

* Free enlarge i 
ment 20 x 30 cm | ; 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlaijj^ 
Bank. Phone: 6044.142 
Swefieh tel: 823S91 


CHINESE j 
RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO) 
Authentic Chinese For it J 

Korean Bar-B-Q , 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

TakMwaydrvlM 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.n i. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


[CAMERA CL1NI 

QUALITY REPAIR SERVICE 
FOR ALL CAMERA MAKES 



• CCLQR FILMiPflPSn 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 
Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 

DD ADD 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 



H. BERBERiAN 6-SON.. 

DOWNTOWN - AMMAN 
OPPOSITE ARAB BANK '. 
TEL: 622420a 


TAHBOUB BROTHERS 


For your convenience 

e PHILIPS 

products 
are displayed at 

SAFEWAY 
INTERNATIONAL 
Good offers for holiday 
seasons , 


| >; > >; | i. 
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LUNCH & DINNER 


rentacar^ 

If you have tried the rest', 
now come to the BEST 

BUDGET 
rent, a car 

sensational 
40% discount 
Christmas offer 

Tel: 604231 



but when Arabs disco- real- 
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U.S. grants Jor dan $5.5 million 


AMMAN (J.T.)—The United States 
Agency for International Develop¬ 
ment (USAID), Wednesday pre¬ 
sented Jordan with a $5.5 mini on 
grant, to be used for short and 
medium term loans to small en¬ 
terprises throughout the country. 

A 

The loans will be made through 
local commercial and investment 
banks. The agreement was signed 
by Minister of Finance Basel Jar- 
daneh, U.S. Ambassador to Jor¬ 
dan Roscoe S. Suddarth and 
Director of USAID Lewis 
Reade. 

■ Through the grant fond, the 
banks can insure 50-75% of the 
principal and interest for qual¬ 
ifying loans to small businesses. 


A greater proportion c )f the prin¬ 
cipal and interest wOl 1 5e guaran¬ 
teed for loans to bus a nesses lo¬ 
cated outside of Ad a men and 
loans to businesses ■ a <wned by 


Loans made under the loan 
guarantee programme will de¬ 
pend on cash flow ac i; alysis to 
determine loan eEgibili 1 y. Cash 
flow analysis permits a 'bank to 
base its decision to leu. d money 
on a customer's ability t o repay 
the loan, which is a Am tciztion of 
the customer's business f vsrfo nu¬ 
ance. Collateral reqtrii n emeots 
will be reduced accordis ig.ty- 

Mr. Thomas Tengg, a l banker 
with 20 years experience , is in 


Jordan as an advisor to the prog¬ 
ramme through the Industrial 


Development Bank for the next, 
three years. 


E Germans want right to strike 

EAST BERLIN (R)—East German trade unions are demanding 
the right to virtually comanage businesses in the post-communist 
era and to strike if they feel workers’ rights are being trampled. 
Elements of a draft trade union law worked out over the weekend 
will give unions extensive legal power in the workplace to inspect 
company accounts and veto changes in production and staffing. 
The unions have the legal right to strike as a last resort on behalf 
of the interests of the workers,” die draft stated, according to the 
trade union newspaper, Tribnene. Beyond the right to pay- 
bargaming, the new East German unions should be "guaranteed 
the right to inspect company documents” and be informed by 
management, it said. “Union representatives have the right at any 
time to cany out their activities and set up facilities in the 
workplace without hindrance,” die draft added. They should also 
share in important decisions c o ncerning changes in production, 
hiring and firing, and the creation of new production facilities. 


Gulf oil producers gear up for more demand 


DUBAI (R) — Gulf oil states, 
while curbing output next year 
under an OPEC pact, are press¬ 
ing ahead with multi-billion dol¬ 
lar plans to raise their production 
capacity to meet a projected 
surge in oil demand in 1990s. 

Oil industry analysts think the 
Gulfs five big producers, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Iran and Iraq, 
may cut up to one million barrels 
per day (BPD) in January from 
their current estimated output of 
around 16 million BPD. 

But the five, which have two- 
thirds of the world's proven oil 
reserves, are also pursuing pro¬ 
jects which analysts estimate will 
add at least seven million BPD to 


their production capacity i n the 
next five to 10 years. 

The International Ei u ergy 
Agency, the West’s ex l ergy 
watchdog, predicts that the Mid¬ 
dle East’s share of wori c 1 ofl 
supplies will rise to 34 per a : nt in 
2005 from about 24 per ce i it in 
1988. 

Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s bq 3 gest 
producer, has launched a 10 - 1 ‘year 
programme costing more t han 
$15 billion to raise its capt 1 city 
from an estimated 6.5 mil i lion 
BPD to 10 milli on. 

Abu Dhabi, the UAE’s big; i'*,est 
producer, is working on plan: ‘ > to 
increase onshore capacity fr ‘ ora 
one million BPD to 1.25 mil] j km 
initially and to 1.7 million in ithe 


Japanese adopt more import It 
promotion measures 


U.S. inflation up 


next six years, ft also plans to pansion projects. Middle East 
raise offshore capacity. ben chm ark crude Dubai was on 

Iran and Iraq, 16 months after sale on Wednesday in Tokyo at 
a ceasefire ended fighting in their $17.70 per barrel, 
devasmting Gulf war, axe strog- ^ Orgamsatin of Petroleum 
ghng to rase output capacity to Countries (OPEC) 

earn cash to pay for reconstmc- month to limit its 

, tunL output to 22 million BPD in the 

Oil industry analysts believe first half of 1990, but the UAE 
Iran could boost its capacity to- stayed out of the pact dafmmg 
four million BPD from just over that its allocated quota was too 
three million in the next two small. 

Wl ^ UD the n 18 around 23.5 million BPD and ft 
months. was not dear bow far the agree- 

In the meantime, all Gulf states ment would mop excess output 
want to keep prices at around -from the market if the UAE 
current levels to pay for the ex- produced at will. 


TOKYO (AP) — The Japanese 
government has adopted import 
promotion measures, including 
the nation’s first import tax incen¬ 
tive, to boost its purchases of 
foreign manufactured products, 
officials said Wednesday. 

Responding to pressure from 
trading partners to slash its huge 
trade surplus, running annually at 
about $50 billion for the past few 
years, the government Tuesday 
announced a three-year import 
promotion programme to begin 
next year. 

The programme indude what is 
expected to be Japan's first 
favourable tax treatment of im¬ 
porters, said a spokesman of the 
ministry of international trade 
and industry (Mm). 

“It will be the first tax incen¬ 


tive-backed measure aimed at ii n- 
creasmg imports to Japan, coi 1 - 
trary to numerous export-boos t- 
ing steps taken in the past.” sai d 
MITI spokesman Hisayosh i 
Ando. 

Under the programme , 
Japanese manufacturing firm s 
that increase imports by more : 
than 10 per cent will be granted l 1 
tax redaction equal to 5 per cem 1 
Of the amount of increase in . 
imports, or allowed to set aside 
the equivalent of 10 per cent or 20 
per cent as tax-free money ini 
their depredation accounts. • 

Retailers and wholesalers, in-; 
eluding trading companies, will] 
be allowed to set aside 20 percent, 
of the increased import value to 1 1 
be used for the marketing of 
imported products. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 

Wednesday, December 20, 

1989 

Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Suiting 
Deutscfaemarfc 
Swiss franc 


Boy ScB 
644.0 650.0 
1030.1 1040.4 
370.3 374.0 
412.9 417.0 


Frecch franc 108.5 109.6 

Japanese yen (for 100) 447.1 451.6 

Dutch gander 1 3283 331.6 

Swedish cnmu 102.4 103.4 

Italian tin (far 100) 49.9 50.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) 176.9 178.7 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on die Loudon foreign exchange and bullion marikets Tuesday. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
government has reported a 0.4 
per cent rise in consumer infla¬ 
tion last month despite a drop in 
gasoline costs. The report dis¬ 
couraged speculation that the 
Federal Reserve would cut in¬ 
terest rates. 

The grin in the labour depart¬ 
ment's consumer price index, bol¬ 
stered by a 0.6 per cent advance 
in the service sector, showed that 
inflation is persisting despite slug¬ 
gishness in bousing and manufac¬ 
turing, analysts have said. 

November's seasonally ad¬ 
justed increase, which translated 
into an annual inflation rate of 
4.9 per cent, followed a brisk 0.5 
per cent rise in October and 
relatively modest hikes from June 
through September. 

Through the first 11 months of 
this year, consumer prices have 
risen at an annual rate of 4.6 per 
cent, up only slightly from the 4.4 
per cem price gains in both 1988 
and 1987. 

‘There’s no evidence that in¬ 
flation is accelerating, bat there’s 
a lot of evidence that says infla¬ 
tion is pretty stubborn at current 
levels," said economist Robert 
Brusca of Nflcko International 
Securities Co. Inc. 

Last month’s price spurt, 
slightly higher chan many analysts 
had been expecting, contributed 
to more skittishness on Wall 
, Street, where the Dow Jones 
: industrial stock average fell in 
i saity trading before recovering 
t ater in the day. 

Before Tuesday’s report, many 


traders had been hoping that 
Federal Reserve — U.S. central 
bank — policymakers, finishing a 
two-day, closed-door meeting 
Tuesday, would push interest 
rates down another notch before 
Christmas. The Fed had brought 
rates down 0.25 percentage point 
in early November. 

That hope had been streng¬ 
thened Friday, when the Labour 
Department said wholesale prices 
fell 0.1 per cent in November, the 
third decline in five months. But 
tiie prospects of further Fed ac¬ 
tion were dampened by the con¬ 
sumer price report. 

“The Fed could still move,” 
Brusca said. “However... I think 
they’re going to sit on the side¬ 
lines a whOe longer.” 

He and other analysts noted that 
the wholesale price index does 
not measure the cost of services, 
which are being pushed up by 
wage increases resulting from a 
tight labour market. Services 
make np about 55 per cent of the 
consumer index. 

“We’ve scarcely made any in¬ 
roads on services inflation,” said 
economist Robert G. Dederick of 
Northern Trust Co. in Chicago. 
“The Fed has a classic problem. 
It’s really hard to break inflation 
down in the absence of a full- 
fledged recession.” 

The Labour Department’s cal¬ 
culation of overall service costs 
rose 4.8 per cent in the six months 
ended in November, only margi¬ 
nally better than the 5.1 per cent 
gain posted in the preceding six 
months. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.604535 

1.1605/15 

1.7325/32 

1.9565/75 

1.5536/46 

36.40/44 

5.9150/200 

1291/1292 

143.85/95 

6.2780/830 

6.6840/90 

6.7360/410 

411.25/411.75 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKET REPORTS 

SYDNEY — Demand for resources and quality industrial stocks 
helped shares dose higher. The All-Ordinaries finished 5.8 points 
up at 1,638.2. 

TOKYO — Index-linked buying lifted the Nikkei but in the 
broader market losers outnumbered winners in active trade. The 
Nikkei Index finned 72.90 points to dose at 38,512.00 after 
dropping 14-7.08 Tuesday. 

HONG KONG — Shares ended easier in dull trade blamed on the 
holiday season and lack of fresh corporate news. The Hang Seng 
Index lost 10.93 points- to dose at 2,868.49. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed mixed as selected buying and 
bargain-hunting alternated with profit-taking. The Straits limes 
Industrial rose 7.71 points to finish at 1,459.89. 

BOMBAY — Prices drifted lower on scattered profit-taking as the 
market ran out of steam after opening firm. 

FRANKFURT — Prices surged upwards as foreign investors 
scrambled to increase holding*; in the West German market, 
expected to be one of 1990’s top performers. The Real-Time 
30-Share Dax Index rose 27.51 to 1.675.01. 

ZURICH — The market was firm but volume was low as many 
institutional investors had dosed their books for the year. The 
All-Share Swiss Performance Index gained 6.2 to 1,118.7. 

PARIS—Prices closed higher, helped by a late wave of buying on 
Paribas in an otherwise thin and cautious market. The CAC-40 
index gained 19.29 to 1,951.31. 

LONDON — Shares closed firm after some initial weakness on 
concerns over U.S. military action in Panama. At the dose, the 
FTSE index was up 18.6 at 2,360.7.. 

NEW YORK — Stocks rose on hopes by traders that the Federal 
Reserve's addition of money into the b£ raking system indicated an 
earing of credit policy. The Dow way. up six at 2,701. 



“I'm not sure which would be easier 
...lower the bills or raise 
the ceiling?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


i Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
; one hater to seen square, to form 
f our onSnary words. 





NIORB 


DORWYB 


GLOANO 


WHAT THE 
ACCORDIONISTS 
CONCERTWAS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


{Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's I JunWstes: NOVH - mNUS UPTOWN GULLET 

| Answer Another name lor money that's gained 
through Inheritance—“WJLL-GO iT&i 
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EC, Gulf states to negotiate free trade 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro¬ 
pean Community Tuesday agreed 
a man date for negotiations on a 
free trade agreement with Arab 
states in the Gulf to supplement a 
preliminary trade and coopera¬ 
tion pact signed last year. 

The six member states of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
have been urging the community 
to lift tariffs on their petroche¬ 
mical, refined and aluminium 
products to help narrow a trade 


deficit that totalled $4.4 billion 
last year.. 

The free trade agreement, 
whose mandate was approved by 
EC foreign ministers at a meeting 
here, the 12 -nation community 
would scrap all customs duties on 
Gulf imports except those applied 
to designated sensitive products. 

Die GCC, for its part, would 
phase out customs duties over 10 
years with the exception of those 
covered by special safeguard 


arrangements. 

GCC members — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates — will have to adopt 
common import tariff? before the 
pact can take effect. Gulf officials 
have warned that failure to do so 
could hold up an agreement with 
the EC. 

The negotiators of a free trade 
agreement will have to tackle a 
range of issues sidestepped by the 


Gulf Air postpones share flotation 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain-based Gulf Air said Tuesday it had 
postponed plans for a public share flotation. The airline’s 
president and chief executive Ali A1 Malki told reporters tile 
company had decided to shelve plans to give Gulf nationals 
ownership of half the company until the airline showed a period of 
steady profit. “Wc are ready to go ahead with the idea but our 
board of directors has decided to wait for a period of economic 
stability and until Gulf Air s profits are also stable,” be said. Gulf 
Air returned to the black in 1988 with net profit of 2.5 million 
dinar s ($ 6.6 millkni) after two years of losses during a regional 
recession prompted by low ml prices. The airline, owned by the 
governments or Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and-Abu Dhabi, predicted 
last October its 1989 profit would jump to around 30 million 
dinars ($80 million). 

* 

U.S. to export satellites to China 

WASHINGTON (R)—President George Bosh has approved the 
export of three satellites to China and lifted prohibitions cm 
financing of U.S. business with China, removing a major part of 
sanctions imposed after the crackdown in Peking last June. The 
White House announcement Tuesday followed revelations that 
top gover nm ent officials had visited China on at least two 
occasions after the government banned high level contacts in 
response to the Tiananmen square massacre. In a letter to the 
speaker of the House, Bush said the sale of the U.S.-built 
communications satellites, which will be sent into space on 
Chinese-built launch vehicles, and removing the financing restric¬ 
tion on tiie U.S. Export Import Bank were in the national 
interest. “I am thereby waiving the prohibitions on the Export-Import 
Bank’s financing any trade with, and on extending any loan, 
credit, credit guarantee, insurance or reinsurance to the People’s 
Republic of China Bush wrote. 

Norway may drop oil production limits 

BERGEN, Norway (AP) — Norway may end its informal 
cooperation with OPEC by lifting an oil production quota 
imposed in 1986 to help stabilise crude prices, a newspaper 
reported Wednesday. The Bergens Ddene daily said Prune 
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earlier trade and cooperation 
accord. 

EC petrochemical -producers 
such as Britain, West Germany 
and the Netherlands fear a flood 
of cut-price imports from a fledg¬ 
ling Gulf petrochemical industry 

At the moment Gulf petroche¬ 
micals are effectively blocked 
from the EC by quotas and tariffs 
of between 12 and 14. per cent, 
while most EC exports enter the 
region duty-free. 


Minister Jan P. Syse and Oil Minister Eivind Reifan met with 
parliamentary leaders late Tuesday to seek support for ending the 
voluntary quota, under which Norway’s North Sea fields produce 
7.5 per cent less than capacity. Oil ministry spokesman Egil Helle 
said only that the limit, Imposed for six months at a time, was up 
for review. “There will be a decision in-the near future,” he said. 
The Bergen newspaper said Norway’s coalition government, led 
by. tiie Conservative Party, will announce its derision Friday.-The 
quota was imposed by the former Labour Party government. It 
was seen as a gesture supporting efforts by the Organisation of.Oil 
Exporting Countries to limit production after crude prices 
collapsed in 1986. 

Poland licenses first foreign bank 

WARSAW (R) — A newly-formed Polish-American bank on 
Tuesday became the first foreign bank in half acentnry auihOTised 
to start operations in Poland. Gizegorz Wojtowicz, a vice- 
president of. the National Bank of Poland (NBP), handed a 
licence to executives of the AmericanBank in Poland (ABP) ata 
brief ceremony at NBFs headquarters. The joint venture bank, 
which has an initial $7.5 million capital,hopes to start commercial 
operations in Warsaw within ax months. Poland’s former 
Communist leaders launched banking reforms in Januarythai 
introduced several independent domestic commercial banks after 
half a century of state banking monopoly. But ABP is the first 
foreign bank to start up as Poland moves towards capitalism under 
a Solidarity-led government established in September.' 

Steel output dropped in November. ■ 

BRUSSELS, Belgimn (AP) — Crude steel production by 
non-Co mm u n ist nations decreased by 23 per cent in November 
from a year earlier, dropping by 908,000 tons to 39.035 mfliion 
tons, the Brussels-based . International Iron and Steel Institute 
said Wednesday. November output was also down 2 million tons 
from October. For the 11 months through November, output was 
up 7.8 million tons or 1.9 per cent to 442323 milli on tons. U.S. 
and EC production were both lower, with the U.S. dec linin g£.9 
per cent from a year earlier to 6.8 million tons. EC output 
dropped to 11342 million tons, a drop of 43 per cent: Japanese 
output, however, rose by; 1.1. per -cent. in. November.. 
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ACROSS li b I 

-'IfifMngwn 1 I 

5 Poetet brawl |w j I 

B (Mck L—j-1 

14 La nded fT j | 

is r— ■ wo mBi —■ —B 

with «n*n— M L 

16 Exorbitant * 

- totanwt ■■■■ 

• 17 VaitaA abbr. fas ba v a 

18 Wagon L —I—i- 

'18 Tool - P* I 

30 Sow moHu*fc§ L—4-- 

23 Labor union; P j 

- abbr. - bH- | 

28 Decade I I I 

26 FrtflW ten K 

28 Land map I I - JHL 

31 Cron* 

3* Finch HH H- 

36 FasMoo V * 

daalffmr ■- 

38 CA vailay “ 

37 Cablnatwavnl 5 -— “ 

fWi7 _ 

40 SaaUc m 

' 41 Memory L_J___ 

<2 Swpisaiantary ewNiMbaMitadus 
43 simrfl child ^wgwaRMW"* 
u Pol aourea 


64 Track awnt 
DOWN 

j PxdGWMt 

2 War - 

3 Medafflon 

4 Bwriata Durar 

5 'bg* drama 
S Adult 

.towel . 

7 Samastar 
BNoUham 1 
Wand 


31 Author Brat 

32 To ptocss 

33 Fasttva 
oocaalona 

35 Entryway 

36 AdJoWna 

38 Mum of 
poatry 

39 Some Hghta 

44 Max. food 

45 Herr 
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46 DomatUealas 52 Two animals 


47 Apartment 

48 Crustacean 
48 Solitary 

50 Harvest 

51 Baflpai* 


53 Wheel holder 

54 Fad 

55 MIL address 
58 Wrestling 

raDlea 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1989 

ByThomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
sm enters Capricorn today just 
after the double Moon square of 
. fatnm and Mercury which win 
restrict AM. activity and bring 
about a change in your original 
plans. 

AJHES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Ua a little money to make your 
home more attractive, then you 


at your home will take more time 
than anticipated. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) Your home can now be 
filled and overflowing with new¬ 
comers. Accept now a younger 
person into your circle of friends. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) In friendship, don't 


(Will be able to invite’interesting ' *Y “ ^JfP 

friends there. prosperous fnends yon know. 

-_. - ,_ „ _ „„ _ Doing those tasks and chores for 

.TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) your mate brin g s you much affec- 
Two family members will bring tion 

CAPBICOKN: (December 22 to 

■ • oa the town. Accept an invitation 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) from an outride associate for you 
Avoid discussing secret matters in and your loved one. 

_ , _ Many types of friends are available 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to for your social pleasure. 

IS 21 Ul“ hBVe PISCES: (February 20 to March 

argument betweai attadnneiit and 

rerest towards your attachment is 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don't oo W advised, 
argue a! borne about some outside 

orpublicinterest,even-thoughyou Today’scfaBd: If your child were 
feel other magnetism remains true torn today be or she will have 
to your dose attachment. opportunities^ to study foreign lan- 

^ _ . . guages in native lands and to travel 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September a geat deal throughout their life. 
22) Enter with pleasure into all the spectator sports will also play a 
activities at your home—it may be ; rok , in this person’s life which may 
difficult with your attachment now, be closely tied to a brother or sister 
. hut be sure you do so. in a financial capacity. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October , ^ 

22) Two friendly coroles from a ,r Tbe stars uupcl. they do not 
■ fftttimee can mak e this an active compcL ” What you mate of your 
- pleasant day. An imp o rt ant project life is largely up to you. 


. y Tt-v 1 


On the occasion of 

Christmas and New Year 


SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle - Bayader Wadi El Seer, main 
sheet, — Opp. the Mosque — Tel. 823485 

SALE 10% -30% 

Winter and sport clothes 
for all the family 

LACOSTE. benetton, boss, 
NtKB, adidas 

Open Friday from 10:00 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Visa card Is accepted__ 



Oinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677421) 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


‘Rowdy fans won’t be allowed’ 


BY CHARLES QOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
e was tidhkm mmu> somom. ido. 


WHATS THE HURRY? 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 763 
V J 10 4 

6 J 18 6 5 
*K75 

WEST EAST 

4 Q J 10 9 4 * 8 2 

VATS V 9 32 

0982 0 A 7 4 

* 10 2 4 J 9 8 4 3 

SOUTH 

* A K 5 

7 X Q 86 
0KQ3 
4 A Q 6 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

2 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 4 
Great holdup men of the past got 
their names on wanted posters. The 
holdup artists of the bridge table are 
written up in bridge columns. 

South was an old-fashioned play¬ 
er who stQl believed an opening bid 
of two no trump showed a balanced 
hand of 22^24 points. North had no 
interest in a major-suit contract, 
but he had plenty in reserve to raise 
to three no trump. 

Simple souls would have a 50 per¬ 
cent chance of!««% the contract. 
They would win the first trick and 
lead a red suit. If they opted for 


hearts, all would be well. West's 
entry would be knocked out early, 
and the spade suit would wither on 
the vine. 

Those who chose diamonds 
would not be so lucky. East would 
win and return a spade, forcing out 
declarer's remaining stopper. When 
West got in with the ace of hearts, 
there would be just enough spade 
tricks for die defense to register a 
one-trick set. 

The winning play is simplicity it¬ 
self. Most players are familiar with 
a holdup play when they have only 
one stopper in the enemy suit. Many 
do not realize it can be just as im¬ 
portant not to win the first trick 
when the enemy suit is doubly 
stopped 

Suppose declarer were to with¬ 
hold a spade honor at trick one and 
win the continuation. Now it makes 
no di/Terence which red ace he 
forces out first. If South selects the 
one where East holds the ace, that 
defender will not have a spade to 
return or, if he does, the suit will 
break 4-3 and the most the enemy 
can collect would be two spade 
tricks and the two aces. 


RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil (AP) 

— Rowdy soccer fans will not be 
a problem at th e W orld Cop in 
Italy next year, FIFA President 
Joao Havelange said Tuesday. 

“There will be three security 
checks within 100 metres inside 
the stadiums,** Havelange told 
foreign journalists. 

“Also, everyone will watch the 
games sitting down. 3t’s the 
standing crowd that creates prob¬ 
lems, “ be said. 

Even die notoriously rowdy 
British Cans don't worry FIFA, 
the sport’s world ruling body, 
Havelange said. England heads 
grup F in the 24-team tournament 
and will play in an isolated spot 

— the city of Cagliari on the 
island of Sardinia. 

“The British ministry of sports 


asked us to put England in Cag¬ 
liari. They are happy with the 
decision. Nothing will happen.” 
be said. 

Havelange said be had toyed 
with the idea of setting aside $5 
million in prize money for the top 
teams in World Cup, but the 
prospect of violence made him 
give it up. 

“If we did that, it would not be 
a competition, it would be a 
battle. And sports are supposed 
to be fraternal." he said. 

Havelange, who is Brazilian, 
said it pained him to see Brazil 
passed over as the rite of the 1994 
World Cup in favour of the Un¬ 
ited States. But he said the deri¬ 
sion was correct. 

“It hurt me. I want it here too, 
but you have to deride based on 


flagpi big 

^^^XMAS SALE 

ISP on a ll 

Children’® Toys 
at reduced prices 

SPORTS Sr ACTIVITIES 


Wadi Saqra Street 


Jordan / 

Times / 

Tel: 687171-6 


BANGLADESHI 
PASSPORT LOST 

I, Mohammad Qader Niza- 
muddin, hereby announce 
that I fost my Bangladeshi 
passport three days ago. 
The passport number is 
082137 issued in Dhaka. 

If found please call 
772458 Amman or de¬ 
liver H to the nearest 
police station. 



XMAS SHOPPING 

at 

WADI SAQRA 


wm m©w muMmum mm§ 

In Town 

For unique and unusual personalized 
Presents at Prices that toiler to every 
Budget. 

8^gS WORLD RESOURCES 
Amra Hotel Shopping Centre, 6th Circle, 
Main Street. Amman. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Christmas Services in English: 
Friday, December 22 at 6 p.m. 
Christmas Carol Service 


Sunday, December 24 at 8 a.m. 
Holy Communion with Christmas Carols 


Sunday, December 24/25 at 11:30 p.m. 

MIDNIGHT MASS OF THE NATIVITY 


Monday, December 25 at 11 a.m. 
Family Communion 


Tel: 628543 



BOOK .NOW for your . 

Christmas Day Lunch 

at Kan Zaman. 

A rich & varied Christmas menu 
at our regular price of 

i . J.D. 6 /'adult & J.D. 3 / child 

f (+ 10% government tax) 


M 


please cal! us for your reservation at 736449 



i Special Christmas offer 
OST 20%-30% discount 
^ on all items ^ 

Sa,e at the Bedouin Bazaar Sale 

We sell and buy antiques, copper, brass, silver jewellery, 
pottery, hand rnade oriental rugs and carpets, and alt kinds of 
gifts and souvenirs. Open daily trorn 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m, 

NOTICE: buy two carpets and get one FREE. 
Location: between 7th and 8th Circles, next to the 
American School. Tel.: 824485 


MAID NEEDED 

A Sri Lankan maid is wanted to work for a family living in 
Amman. 

Please call tel: 848529 


THE MANARA BOOKSHOP ; 

Rainbow Street, Jabal Amman 
Telephone: 857591/2 

FOR SALE... FOR SALE 

LADYBIRD BOOKS (ONLY 500 FILS) 

A selection of other children’s books in English have just 

arrived 

Special Prices! 


The largest showroom - 

Department Store 

We sell most needs of inside home: furniture for 
every age, gifts, electricals, toys, cosmetics... etc. 
Please come to see us. 

Location: Jordan Intn’l Trading Centre Co. 
AJ Roda living and shopping-centre. 
Opposite Al Ra’i Newspaper, near Jordan 
l Community College. 

Phone: 670453, 670302 




111 


Saturday Dec. 23, 1989... The opening of 

The Red Sea Fresh Fish Store 

Tuna and King Fish, directly from the sea 

The Red Sea Fresh Fish Store 
The Gardens Street, Tel. 604093 


FURNISHED DELUXE FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, salon, dining and sitting rooms, 250 
sq.m. Central heating, telephone and full electric sets. 
Location 5th Circle. 

Please call 667727 


facts, not passion. The United 
States responded absolutely cor¬ 
rectly to FIFA’s list of demands,” 
he said. 

His goal, be said, is to hold the 
2002 World Cup in Asia. “Japan, 
China and Saudi Arabia have 
monumental chances to host the 
cup. Japan has everything: sta¬ 
diums, hotels, transportation. 
China does too,” Havelange said. 

Asked about charges that some 
Colombian teams laundered drug, 
money through playe r tr ansac- 
tions, Havelange said FIFA bad 
never received proof to back np 
the claims. “If it worked, the best 
players in the world would be in 
Colombia. But I don't remember 
Colombia winning much of any¬ 
thing lately,” he said. 

Havelange said he had no 


favourites in the 1990 cup. which 
begins June 8 in Rome. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, j 
Abdoun and many other 1 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 




ENJOY 


AN INTIMATE 


CANDLE LIGHT DINNER 


in elegant 
surroundings 


** + *■* 




talon restaurant Jpbal Amman - between 5th.6th c/r/e. Tel.821985 


SALE TO% discount 
Leather Gifts Centre 


Presents for you a big collection of genuine leather Xmas 
gifts from the best German leather factories. 

Handbags, purses, wallets, keyholders, briefcases, 
attache case, belts, pouches, pipes, manacure sets, 
backgammon box, jewellery box, flasks, gloves, toilet 
bags, pitcure frame, cigarette case, pill box, telephone 
book & others. 


He who under this si g n does sell assure you better service as 
well. The only one in JORDAN. 


Jabal Amman - Rainbow St., Tel. 650827 


Cinema 

Tel: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


Cinema 


HUm*P£ 


Td: 675571 


Cinema 


Tel: 674111 




Shirihan, Farouq Al 
Ftehawi 

THE GUIDE 

(Arabic) 


130. 8:30, lv 



Mel Gibson 
& 

Damy Glover 
in 

Lethal Weapon “2” 

Memaeeesi-JO, 6:15, 8.30, 10*J0 
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Vlforld News 




Singh pledges to 


fight separatism 


NEW DELHI iAP) — President 
Ramaswamy Venkataraman, out¬ 
lining the policies of India's new 
government, said Wednesday 
there would be no compromises 
in tackling secessionist rebellions 
by Sikh and Muslim militants. 

. In a speech prepared by Prime 
Minister V.P. Singh's govern¬ 
ment, Venkataraman told a joint 
session of parliament that fresh 
efforts must be made to halt 
religious strife and corruption. 

The president, whose post is 
largely ceremonial, also said In¬ 
dia would retain friendly ties with 
both the Soviet Union and Un¬ 
ited States, seek to solve a border 
dispute with China and streng¬ 
then economic ties with Japan. 

■ Singh, whose centrist National 
Front alliance took office after 
forging a coalition with Hindu 
right-wingers and secular Com¬ 
munists, listened attentively in 
the front row of the central hall of 
parliament. 


Rajiv Gandhi, whose five-year 
tenure as prime minister ended in 
the November election debacle 
for his Congress Party, took 
notes. 

Venkataraman. noting that vo¬ 
ters had given “a clear verdict in 
favour of change.” said the new 
government would strive to meet 
the challenges ahead. 

“The Punjab problem has de¬ 
fied solution so far,” he said, 
referring to the Sikh separatist 
movement that has claimed more 
than 7,000 lives in the past six 
years and triggered the 1984 


assassination of Gandhi’s mother. 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 

“There will be no compromise 
with separatism and no yielding 
to extremists, but there is admit¬ 
tedly a compelling need for a 
national endeavour to resolve the 
problem,” the white-haired presi¬ 
dent said. 

He said Singh’s government 
would broaden the discussions it 
already has initiated on finding a 
political solution for Punjab, In¬ 
dia's most prosperous farming 
state. 

The nationally televised, 15- 
minute speech set out a course of 
action for government, but gave 
few specifics. It was delivered in 
the same parliament hall where 
India’s independence was proc¬ 
laimed at midnight on Aug. 14, 
1947. 

Tinning to Kashmir, where 
pro-Pakistan Muslims want to 
secede from India, Venkatara¬ 
man vowed, “There will be no 
compromise on the country's uni¬ 
ty, sovereignty and integrity." 

The two-week-old government 
of Singh, a Hindu, already has 
had its first serious challenge 
from Kashmiri militants. On Dec. 
8, militan ts abducted the daugh¬ 
ter of Home Minister Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed, also a Mus¬ 
lim from Kashmir. 

The young woman, a hospital 
intern, was released unharmed 
after six days when the govern¬ 
ment freed five Muslim extrem- 


lives this fall in other states, the 
president said: “Violence has no 
place in the land of Mahatma 
Gandhi, the apostle of non-vio¬ 
lence. 

He was referring to Indian in¬ 
dependence leader Mohandas K. 
Gandhi. 

Venkataraman said that under 
Singh, whose chief campaign 
pledge was to eradicate govern¬ 
ment corruption, legislation 
would be introduced to appoint 
an ombudsman, or watchdog, 
whose jurisdiction would include 
the prime minister. 

Rajiv Gandhi's government 
was hounded by accusations of 
corruption, epitomised by allega¬ 
tions that the Swedish arms 
manufacturer AB Bofors paid up 
to $50 million in kickbacks to 
clinch a $1.4-billion contract with 
India. 


ists. 

In a reference to communal 
riots that claimed more than 300 


“Over the past few years, there 
has been a growing erosion of 
norms and values in public life," 
Venkataraman said. “The law 
will take its own course in respect 
of matters of corruption in high 
places.” 

He also said autonomy would 
be granted to state-run television 
and radio, which under Rajiv 
Gandhi devoted wide coverage to 
the governing congress party and 
little time to the opposition. 

India will continue its policy of 
non-alignment while remaining 
friendly with both East and West, 
and work on “strengthening ties 
with our neighbours in South 
Asia,” Venkataraman said. 


Kohl dismisses 


fourth reich’fears 


DRESDEN (Agencies! — West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
Wednesday dismissed as 
“absurd" fears that reunification 
•with East Germany would create 
an evil empire. 

Kohl, during a news confer¬ 
ence dosing a triumphant two- 
dav visit, also said he expects a 
treaty expanding bilateral ties to 
be completed before East Ger¬ 
many's first free elections next 
May. 

Kohl added: “Feats based in 
the past are understandable, but 
there is nothing to be feared from 
the future. It's absurd to talk 
about a fourth reich.” 

East Gentian Communists and 
other opponents of reunification 
have said joining the two states 
could create a “fourth reich," and 
reminded people about the atro¬ 
cities of Adolf Hitler's Third 
Reich. 

The chancellor pledged to take 
into account the concerns of 
other European countries, as the 
two German states move closer 
together. 

‘‘It’s the most natural thing that 
Germans want to live together.” 
Kohl said. “But we all know that 
it cannot come immediately.” 

Earlier, he met with two Ro¬ 
man Catholic bishops and opposi¬ 
tion representatives as well as 
Dresden Mayor Wolfgang Ber- 
ghoier. a popular Communist re¬ 
former. 

An East German Lutheran 
church leader told a West Ger¬ 
man radio station that the Com¬ 


munist country could slip into 
anarchy, but cited positive signs 
in Kohl’s visit to Dresden. 

West Germany's bild News¬ 
paper said Wednesday the Berlin 
Wall would be opened at the 
city’s famed Brandenburg Gate 
Friday. 

At Tuesday’s summit meeting. 
Kohl ?nd Communist Premier 
Hans Mod row agreed that East 
Germany would open the wall at 
the historic Brandenburg Gate 
before Christmas. 

The two sides also signed 
several agreements and pledged 
to negotiate the treaty to bring 
them even closer together, espe¬ 
cially by expanding economic 
links. 

President Francois Mitterrand 
of France, who is closely follow¬ 
ing German developments, was 
expected to arrive later Wednes¬ 
day in East Berlin. He was to 
meet Modrow and other top East 
German officials during a three- 
day visit. 


Spy swap 


East Germany will free 24 con¬ 
victed West German spies before 
Christmas in exchange for four 
agents held in West German jails. 
West German sources said 
Wednesday. 

The sources in Kohl’s delega¬ 
tion for his visit to Dresden said 
East Berlin agreed to the deal in 
exchange for Bonn's pardoning 
of two former government secre- 
taris jailed for espionage. 
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Manuel Noriega 

Noriega 
— ‘MAN’ 
thumping 
his nose 
at U.S. 


PANAMA CITY (AP) — 
General Manuel Antonio 
Noriega has been a shrewd sur¬ 
vivor who thumped his nose at 
what he called “the Colossus of 
the North." 

He eliminated political 
opposition, nullified the May 7 
elections when they were going 
against him and repeatedly de¬ 
fied the United States, which 
indicted him on drug trafficking 
charges in February 1988. 


Noriega, who comes from El 
ChorriLo. the Panama City dis¬ 
trict where Panama Defence 
Forces (PDF) headquarters is 
located, has survived and cre¬ 
ated a mystique that won him 
the nickname “the Man," the 
English world his initials spell. 

Noriega wrapped himself in 
nationalism, saying it was part 
of the historic mission of his 
generation to take control of 
die Panama Canal. Under an 
accord with the United States, 
Panama is to take over the 
canal by the year 2000. 

Noriega claimed his enemies 
were plotting to abrogate the 
canal pact. 

On Oct. 3, elements of the 
15,000-man PDF he comman¬ 
ded rebelled and claimed they 
had deposed him, but troops 
loyal to him suppressed the 
rebellion and be personally 
accepted the rebels’ surrender. 

During his last crisis in May 
after the opposition swamped 
his candidate the annulled pres¬ 
idential elections, Noriega was 
seen standing alone before the 
tomb of his patron. General 
Omar Torrijos. 

The epitaph on the tomb is: 
"I don’t want to enter heaven. I 
just want to enter the canal 
zone.” 

Torrijos, who seized power 
in a 1968, signed the 1977 
accord with former President 
Carter to turn over the canal. 
Torrijos died in a plane crash in 
1981, and Noriega became 
commander of the PDF in 1983, 
giving him de facto control of 
the government. 




Young Czechs showing the V-sign from the tram with Vaclav Havel’s picture mid posters stock on 
the window. 


Havel to become president 


PRAGUE (R) — Playwright 
Vadav Havel seems certain to 
become Czechoslovakia’s presi¬ 
dent next week. 

Parliament (tedded to choose a 
new head of state before the end 
of the year and its steering com¬ 
mittee called a session for Dec. 29 
when the election will take place. 

The committee said the meet¬ 
ing would be held not in the 
parliament building but in the 
Vladislav Hall of Prague Castle, 
seat of Czechoslovakia's head of 
state, the official news agency 
CTK said. 

The hall is traditionally the 
place where presidents are 
elected. In earlier times, the 
kings of Bohemia were crowned 
in the hall. 

Havel's election became cer¬ 
tain after Prime Minister Marian 
Cal fa and other leading commun¬ 
ists endorsed bis candidacy dur¬ 
ing parliament's session Tuesday. 

“It does seem (hat I am the 


likely person to be elected," said 
Havel, central figure of the 
opposition which in the past 
month has forced through demo¬ 
cratic reforms and ended the 
Communist Party's monopoly on 
power. 

“I followed today’s broadcast 
from the federal assembly and it 
seems every other deputy was 
suggesting me as president,” 
Havel told a news conference. 

“Some of these people are very 
unlikely to me." 

Even hardline Communists, for 
whom Havel was a despised no¬ 
body little more than a 
month ago, admitted their consti¬ 
tuents were so overwhelmingly in 
favour of Havel that they would 
vote for him. 

No other name was heard as a 
possible presidential candidate 
during a nine-hour session of the 
federal assembly which also 
unanimously approved the pro¬ 


of Calfa’s 


visional programme 
government. 

The parliament accepted, also 
unanimously, a motion to extend 
the time limit for choosing a 
successor to President Gustav 
Husak, who resigned nine days 
ago, from 14 to 40 days. 


But, deciding that the assembly 
would elect a president rather 
than put the matter to a referen¬ 
dum, deputies also stressed that 
the election should take place 
before the end of the year. 

Parliament. will choose the 
president publidy, not by secret 
ballot, and the new head of 
state's term of office will end 
after free parliamentary elec¬ 
tions. 

Havel has repeatedly said be 
wants to lead Czechoslovakia 
only until its first free elections 
for more than 40 years — and 
these should take place by the 
middle of 1990. 


British 
MPsokay 
return of 
boat people 


LONDON (AP) — Legislators 
have endorsed Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher's controver- 


the government indicated the de¬ 
portations of boat people will 
resume. 

The 309-219 vote in the House 
of Commons Tuesday came after 
an acrimonious three-hour de¬ 
bate in which opposition legisla¬ 
tors accused the Conservative 
Party government of bringing 
shame and international disgrace 
cm Britain. 

London suspended forced re¬ 
patriations to allow for the par¬ 
liamentary debate after the first 
deport a tions — 51 Vietnamese 
bundled on to an aircraft in the 
early hours of Dec. 12 — pro¬ 
voked an international outcry. 

“It was a decision that gave 
pleasure to none and, I acknow¬ 
ledge,' has caused anxiety to 
many," Foreign Office Minister 
Francis Maude told the Com¬ 
mons Tuesday night. 

But he said the burden of 
57,000 boat people now in Hong 
Kong bolding camps and the 
prospect of thousands more arriv¬ 
ing when the sailing season begins 
in the spring had become intoler¬ 
able. 

All but 13,000 have been classi¬ 
fied as economic migrants seek¬ 
ing a better way of life, not 
political refugees with a right-to 
asylum. 

“For those of us who do have 
those responsibilities, they can¬ 
not be dodged, they cannot be 
shirked and we won’t shirk 
them,” Maude said, indicating 
forced repatriations will resume. 
He gave no date. 


“Of course the United States 
has been critical. There are his¬ 
torical reasons for this. But... 
they have had no realistic alterna¬ 
tive to propound,” Maude added. 

Meanwhile, the government 
faced another storm with an 
announcement due Wednesday on 
tiie number of Hong Kong 
Chinese who will be given rest-, 
dence rights in Britian after Chi¬ 
na takes over the colony in 1997. 

Leaks from government offi¬ 
cials put the total at about 
225,000 of the 3.25 million Hong 
Kong Chinese who now have 
British passports bat no residence 
rights. 

The move is intended to cover 
about 50,000 key government 
employees and entrepreneurs and 
their families needed to maintain 
the British administration and the 
territory’s capitalist system. 


Sotheby’s reports 
record annual sales 


LONDON (R) — Sotheby’s, 
the world’s largest art au¬ 
ctioneers, said Tuesday era- 
temporary and impressionist 
works helped to boost its worl¬ 
dwide sales to a record $2.93 
billion this year. 

In a statement released in 
London, Sotheby’s Holdings 
Inc. said sales were 61 per cent 
higher than its previous record 
of $1.8 bSUon in 1988. 

“Sotheby’s growth this year 
is most drama ticafly illustrated 
in the areas of contemporary 
and impressionist art,” said 
Michael Ainslie. president and 
chief executive. 

Sotheby’s more titan dou¬ 
bled to $797 million its sales of 
impressionist, contemporary 
and modern art daring the 
autumn season compared to 


sales in the same period a year 


Masterpieces such as Picas¬ 
so’s self-portrait “Yo Picas¬ 
so,” brought In $47.9 mBfion 
and his “Aa Lapin Agile” was 
sold for $40.7 million. The 
prices were the third and 
fourth-highest paid fra a work 
of art sold at auction. 

“There were excellent re¬ 
sults fra both departments in 
New York and London with a 
work! record total of $269.5 
mxlfira set at the New York sale 
of impressionist and modern 
art on Nov. 15,” Ainsfie said. 

Auction of angle-owner col¬ 
lections, such as the John T. 
Dorrance, coflection in New 
York, was one of the most 
significant factors contributing 
to Sotheby’s success, he said. 


Charles lambasts ‘banal’ 
use of English language 


LONDON (AP) — Prince 
Charles lamented Tuesday the 
“calamitous decline” in literacy 
in Britain, and said use of the 
English language was degenerat¬ 
ing into a “dismal wasteland of 
banality, cliche and casual 
obscenity.” 

bi June, the heir to the British 
throne complained English was 
taught “so bloody badly'’ that he 
had to correct all letters written 
by his staff. 


Tuesday’s criticism was 
couched more elegantly but was 
equally biting in singling out the 
teaching profession for discarding 
the idea that English is a precious 
legacy to be nurtured with care. 

“We have seen the abandon¬ 
ment of learning the rules of 
grammar and the parts of speech 
as boring and irrelevant," he 
said. 


After the prince’s speech, 
Doug McAvoy, general secretary 
of the National Union of 
Teachers, said teachers of En¬ 
glish have not abandoned stan¬ 
dards, but have an exhausting 
task in state schools. 

Past attacks by the 41-year-old 
prince on the state of language, 
modern buildings, inner cities 
and urban sprawl have made him 
respected and feared. 

In ther packed London church 
of St. James Garlickhythe, he 
presented prizes to schoolchil¬ 
dren for memorised recitations 
from the Book of Common 
Prayer, attributed to Archbishop 
of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer, 
in the 500tb anniversary year of 
the author’s birth. 

The prince said it was deplor¬ 
able that schools have stopped 
insisting students learn poetry by 
heart. 


FBI probes ‘declaration of war’ on court 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder¬ 
al Bureau of Investigations (FBI) 
agents are investigating whether a 
letter declaring war on a U.S. 
district court in the city of Atlanta 
is connected with two fatal mail- 
bombings in other parts of the 
southeastern United States. 

The U.S. Justice Department 
says the bombings may te racially 
motivated. 

Hie unsigned letter declaring 
war on the 11th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Atlanta was 
received Aug. 24 by WAPT-TV 
in Jackson, Mississippi, the sta¬ 
tion reported Tuesday night. 

Typed in capital letters, the 
letter may be an important clue in 
the FBI-led investigation of par¬ 
cel bombs that killed a member of 
the appeals court. Judge Robert 
S. Vance, and Robert £. Robin¬ 
son. an alderman and aril rights 
lawyer from Savannah, Georgia. 

Attorney General Dick Thorn¬ 
burgh said in a statement Tues¬ 
day that the investigation was 
focusing on the possibility that 
race motivated the killings and 
the sending of similar package 
bombs to the 11th Circuit Court 


and the National Association for 
the Advancement of Coloured 
People (NAACP) in Jacksonvil¬ 
le, Florida. 

Vance ruled in favour of the 
Jacksonville chapter of the 
NAACP, a national civil rights 
group! on Sept. 15 in a school 
desegregation case. 

Ihe letter bore an Atlanta 
postmark dated Aug. 21, the day 
before a tear-gas cannister ex¬ 
ploded in Atlanta’s NAACP 
office, injuring eight people. 

The letter threatened poison 
gas attacks on large cities to force 
the court to “adopt fair and im¬ 
partial treatment of all.” 

Entitled “Declaration of war,” 
the letter said the 11th Grcuit 
Court of appeals “does deliber¬ 
ately and wrongfully refuse to 
fulfill its obligation to protect the 
innocent.” 

“The court’s failure to render 
impartial and equitable judg¬ 
ments is due to rank bias and the 
mistaken belief its victims cannot 
effectively retaliate.” the letter 
said. 

The television station id Jack- 
con. the capital of the state of 


Mississippi, said it immediately 
turned the letter over to the FBI. 
FBI spokesman Charles Stein- 
metz confirmed that the bureau 
has been investigating tiie letter 
since receiving it from the station. 

Three weeks after the letter 
surfaced, the 11th Grcuit pub¬ 
lished Vance's opinion for the 
unanimous three-judge panel in 
the school case in the stare of 
Florida. It reversed a lower-court 
ruling that Jacksonville schools 
could stop busing to achieve ra¬ 
cial integration. 

On Saturday, vance was killed 
in his Mountain Brook, Alaba¬ 
ma, home after opening a parcel 
mailed to him. 

On Monday, a similar bomb 
was found at the 11th Circuit 
Courthouse in Atlanta and re¬ 
moved without incident. Hours 
later, Robinson was fatally in¬ 
jured in his Savannah law office 
when he opened the parcel 
mailed to him. 

On Tuesday, authorities found 
a similar bomb at the office of the 
Jacksonville NAACP, which 
brought the school case. 

“It was designed to kill the 


individual that opened this pack¬ 
age or anyone else standing in the 
area,” said Jacksonville Sheriff 
Jim McMillan. 

“It bad a great similarity in the 
packaging to the other bombs,” 
said Wilh Ellison of the U.S. 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms. “It was addressed to no 
one specifically, but to the legal 
staff of the NAACP." 

FBI Director William Sessions 
told reporters Tuesday he would 
not be surprised if the Vance 
murder was related to cases he 
had worked on as a federal appel¬ 
late judge. 

Sessions said Vance's court 
docket would be carefully studied 
to determine if his rulings may 
have sparked a racially motivated 
murder. 

Sessions said investigators 
found no similarities between the 
bombii 


ings and attempted bomb¬ 
ings and the actions of extremist 


white groups, bnt “it is something 
you cannot rule out.” 


‘We would hope the patterns 
of these types of groups when 
studied carefully and compared 
will yield fruit,” Sessions said. 


Naked man 
shot in Bonn 


man 






BONN (R) — A naked 
charged through .the streets of 
Bonn Tuesday and was shot and 
wounded when he tried to force 
his way into the U.S. ambassa¬ 
dor’s residence. Police said .the 
unnamed 215-year-old Senegalese- 
bom Frenchman lost his temper 
after a row with his West German 
girlfriend. He peeled off his 
dotbes and ran through the 
streets in broad daylight. After 
unsuccessfully trying to rob an 
old woman, Che man climbed 
over a wall into the garden of 
U.S. envoy Vernon Waiters. His a |A! 

way was blocked by a guard as he Y . 
ran up the steps to the residence: 
and he was shot in the leg during: .. jpef 

a struggle. Police said they were- - - 

still investigating the inddenL . 
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Japanese suicide 
sub discovered 
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ANTANANARIVO (R) — Di¬ 
vers have found one of two 
Japanese suicide submarines 
which went missing off the Indian 
Ocean island of Madagascar dur¬ 
ing World War ri, state-run 
Radio Madagascar said. A team 
of experts and divers from Japan 
and Madagascar found the 24- 
metre-long submarine in the Bay 
of Antsiranana (formerly called . 

Diego Suarez) at the northern tip,.vij* 

of Madagascar last weekend, the V. 

radio reported. The submarines 
were deployed in the area in - . 

May, 1942, to attack French and • 

British warships. Their two of . ;V 
three-man crews were supposed IV - 
to use the vessels as piloted torpe- 
does to ram enemy warships os 
suicide missions. The vessel, 
found in nine metres of water, 
was recognised as Japanese by its r 
propeller markings, the radio 
said. It did not give: details of the - 
state of the vessel or say whether ./ 
the remains of the crew had been • 
found inside. The search team,- 
which included a relation of one. 
of the missing crew. Was hunting 
for the other missing submarine 
in the bay, the radio added. - 

Good Samaritan v 
robbed on beach - 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A 
former army medic who tied in 
vain to rescue a drowning man 
returned to shore with the body 
and found that his wallet had 
been emptied of cash. Ronald 
Morgan, 28, said he heard , a 
commotion in Johannesburg's 
Rhodes Park Monday afternoon 
and saw more than a dozen pep-' 
pie watching passively as a man was 
drowning in the middle of a lake. 

“It took me five minutes to get 
him to shore,” Morgan told the 
Star newspaper. “He was already 
blue — that's-how long people 
stood and watched. The worst 
thing of all was when I looked .in 
my wallet, which I left behind 
when I went -in, and 100 rand 
($39) was missing “I lost all faith 
in humanity.” A police spokes¬ 
man, CapL Eugene Opperman, 

Tuesday praised Morgan's rescue _ VW 
attempt and said the drowned”'V' ' H 
man, who may have committed ■■ '2 

suicide, had not been identified."'V""'- 
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Buchwald in court 


# 


LOS ANGELES (R). *—V 
Humourist Art Buchwald, who ' 
claims Paramount Studios used- 
his ideas for the Eddie Murphy 
hit film “Coming to America," 
told a court his property was 
stolen and "raped." He said at 
first he didn't know-what to do - 
about it because, “it is very hard 
for a so-called humourist to be * 
taken seriously!” Buchwald, a - 
Washington columnist, has sued... 
Paramount Pictures Corporation ! 
for £5 million,' claiming the film, - 
in which Murphy played an Afri¬ 
can prince who went to the Uu- - 
ited States and found a wife, was 
based on a story he wrote. 
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